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EDITORIAL 
“Don’t shoot the editor - he’s doing his best!” But this is his first attempt 

to do such a job, and he is finding it very difficult. For this there are two good 
reasons, apart from his inexperience. The first is that he lives in Newtonmore, 
which may be the centre of the civilised world (ask any Newtonmoraich, and 
he will confirm this!), but it is, at the same time, a long way from the centres 
of population and from places where personal contacts and ready advice are 
obtainable just by lifting the telephone. The second is the fact that he steps 
into the shoes of a giant. Major Macpherson, “J.E.” to all the Clan, is no easy 
person to follow, for his knowledge of Clan history and affairs, his great 
experience of Highland matters and his deep love for the Clan country all 
place him on a very high footing. His work as editor, with all these points 
behind it, can only serve as a model to work upon and an inspiration to those 
who follow him, but who bring to the work little more than great enthusiasm 
for Clan affairs and its history and not much real knowledge other than can 
be obtained through research. 

Full tribute is paid to “J.E.’s” work on another page, in an appreciation 
written by a former editor. That article reveals that he is not only an historian 
of the Clan, but is the author of works of prophecy. He can tell stories not 
only of the Clan’s past and present, but can look into the future too! His 
coming role is obvious - for when the Clan is once more re-established in a 
majority position in Badenoch, the time will be ripe for a re-establishment of 
old Clan positions and the post of Seannachie is ready-made for “J.E.”, one 
feels. 

The Council has asked that this issue of the Journal be devoted to the 
Clan House. The editor is most grateful for the great help that he has been 
given, willingly and generously, by our Curator, whose life and work form 
the subject of another article in these pages. 

Finally, an appeal. The Association’s Journal cannot fulfil its proper role 
if it is not supported by the Association. The whole Clan is more than 
grateful to the stalwarts who, year after year, help to fill the pages of Creag 
Dhubh with their knowledge and with the fruits of their research. There must, 
however, be vast stores of tradition and memory of Clan affairs which 
Members have and which they keep to themselves. It cannot be too strongly 
stressed that each and every item referring to the past and present of the Clan, 
and all plans or ideas for its future, are of vital importance to all of us and 
ought to be preserved - and it is in the pages of this Journal that this 
preservation is most effectively achieved. So whether it is an account of 
great-grandfather’s walk from Dalwhinnie to Rothiemurchus, or Aunt 
Jemima’s recollection of Old Cluny’s carriage, or even mention of a 
Macpherson in an old and out-of-print journal of some forgotten society - all 
is valuable. All is worth keeping. But please send your contributions early in 
the year. Most of the articles appearing in this year’s Creag Dhubh were 
received during the rush of Christmas and the New Year. 
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MAJOR J. E. MACPHERSON AND THE EDITORSHIP 
OF CREAG DHUBH 

by ALAN G. MACPHERSON, M.A. 

The following article was written by way of appreciation of the work of 
Major J. E. Macpherson, a scion of the ancient Strathmashie Macphersons 
and affectionately known to us as “J.E.” The time also seems opportune to 
review the history of Creag Dhubh itself, the Clan Association annual which 
is chiefly responsible for keeping the far-flung clansmen in touch with the 
Clan Council, the Clan Museum, and each other. Creag Dhubh is the great 
black hill in Badenoch around which so much of our history has occurred. 

First let us remind ourselves that the name of the annual is derived from 
the slogan, or battle-cry, of the clan: “Creag Dhubh Clann Chatain!” The 
slogan is both a rallying-cry and a shout of defiance. It was meant to 
encourage the kinsfolk and terrify the opponents by heralding a new advance. 
In all these respects it serves us well as the name of our annual publication. 

The first issue of Creag Dhubh made its brave appearance in 1949 under 
the joint editorship of Mary A. Macpherson of Glasgow and the Rev. Robert 
Macpherson of Craigrownie. Between 1950 and 1953 the next four issues 
were produced by Colin C. I. Murdoch, who was responsible for installing 
the device of the Green Banner, Am Brataich Uaine, essentially the coat of 
arms of the chief on the cover. The sixth issue in 1954 was brought to press 
by Robert Macpherson, M.B.E., of Edinburgh, and the next three by Alan G. 
Macpherson, the present writer. It was during his editorship that the present 
cover design first took shape, the green field being replaced by a much more 
pleasant grey field on which the Banner device appeared in black, the 
lettering in a fine dark red. The grey-black-red motif was intended to recall 
the colours of the Hunting Tartan, the famous Grey Plaid or Breacan Glas in 
which Prince Charles Edward Stuart escaped from Scotland to France in 
September 1746. 

Major J. E. Macpherson became editor in 1958, the annual of that year 
being the first of five which he has produced. With his recent retiral from the 
editor’s chair he stands as the longest incumbent of the office so far. One of 
the first changes that he made was to reinforce the cover design by installing 
a snippet of the grey plaid. Within the cover he continued the previous 
editor’s policy of inviting contributions from one branch of the Association 
(Southland Number, 1956; Canadian Number, 1957), with a Badenoch 
Number in 1958. From 1959 to 1961 he developed a further innovation with 
three memorial numbers: “Old Cluny”, “Duncan of the Kiln”, and the “Fingal 
Anniversary Number” to commemorate the centennial of the first publication 
of James Macpherson’s edited translation of the Ossianic poems of ancient 
Gaeldom. Incidentally, “J.E.’s” ancestor, Lachlan Macpherson of 
Strathmashie, was James Ban Macpherson’s companion and assistant during 
the collecting tour of the West Highlands that preceded their publication. His 
last issue in 1962 reverted to the geographical theme, and we found ourselves 
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reading the Nova Scotia Number. The appearance of the three memorial 
issues was responsible for the removal (temporary?) of the Banner device 
from the cover. It did not reappear in the last number, raising the question as 
to whether it should be lost sight of, or whether it ought not to be reinstated. 
(Gentlest of implied hints to the new editor!). 

Major “J.E.’s” own contributions to Creag Dhubh were already 
substantial when he became editor. To the 1954, 1955, and 1956 issues he 
contributed three fine articles on Sir John Macpherson  of Sleat in Skye, 
Governor-General of India after Warren Hastings. During his own 
incumbency he wrote the memorial articles on Old Cluny and Duncan of the 
Kiln, and the scholarly account of how James Ban Macpherson came to 
collect, translate and edit the Ossianic poems. The last issue contained a 
short, but to those who are interested in the Ossianic controversy, a 
fascinating sequel: “Dr. Johnson and James Macpherson: the Personal 
Clash.” 

We are also indebted to “J.E.” for bringing before the clansmen for the 
first time some of the wealth of clan record contained in the “Invereshie 
Book”, a longhand copy of the lost book of clan history compiled by 
Alexander “Banker” Macpherson of Kingussie during the 19th century, the 
copy being in the Clan Museum. 

Finally, perhaps the truth can now be told about the authorship of the 
articles on the Clan School at Ruthven (opened 2019 A.D.!) which appeared 
in the 1958, 1959 and 1960 issues. The Badenoch “seer” was our ex-editor, 
Major “J.E.” 

It is evident, then, that we all owe “J.E.” a considerable debt of gratitude 
on several counts, not least the fine spirit with which he always approaches 
clan affairs, past, present, and future. May we hope that he will continue to 
fascinate us - and even astound us - with further contributions from his 
versatile pen .... Slainte, Seumas ruadh. 

 

ROMANES & PATERSON’S CLAN TARTAN PATTERN 
BOOK  

by A. F. MACPHERSON 

The Clan Museum received last August one of the most valuable 
additions to its contents through the generosity of our late editor, Major J. E. 
Macpherson, who presented to the Association a large leather-bound volume 
containing the collection of specimens of Clan Tartans compiled by Messrs. 
Romanes & Paterson, the well-known and long-established Tartan dealers of 
62 Princes Street, Edinburgh. This volume was presented on 9th August, 
1839, by the firm to the museum of H. M. William, Esq., as is recorded by a 
manuscript docquet thereon of that date, and was recently in turn presented 
by Capt. A. W. F. Fuller and Mrs. Estelle Fuller of London to Major 
Macpherson who, as already mentioned, donated it to the Clan Museum. 
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The collection consists of sixty-nine specimens of hard tartan cloth, 
measuring in most cases approximately 12-inches by 9-inches, carefully 
bound at the edges and representng setts allocated at the time of publication 
to almost the same number of Highland Clans and Lowland families. 
Romanes & Paterson’s collection must have been compiled prior to 1839, 
probably round about 1830. Logan, the author of The Scottish Gael, 
published in 1831, was engaged in collecting tartans prior to that date and 
Messrs. Stewart Christie & Co., George Street, Edinburgh, have a pattern 
book of tartans which, it is thought, was compiled in 1820-1830. This 
collection consists of specimens of tartan cloth as in the case of Romanes & 
Paterson’s book. There is a similar collection, dated 1815, compiled by 
General Sir William Cockburn and now in the Mitchell Library, Glasgow. In 
response to enquiry, Romanes & Paterson cannot give any authentic 
information as to the date or origin of their collection. 

Representations of tartan issued to the public since the date of Romanes 
& Paterson’s collection are reproduced by printing, except in the one case of 
the book entitled, Old and Rare Scottish Tartans by W. W. Stewart, where the 
specimens are woven in silk. It is obvious that the specimens woven in cloth 
will be more reliable as regards colour and design than reproductions in print 
or lithography, and this is the outstanding feature of value in the collection 
now presented to the Museum. 

It is impossible to comment on many of the tartans in the collection 
within the space available, but some remarks on the Macpherson tartans 
included may be of interest. 

There are three of these tartans given, viz., the white tartan now known as 
the dress tartan, the grey hunting tartan and the red tartan known as the Clan 
sett. 

The white tartan appears in two entries in the index. In one case it is 
named “Cluny Macpherson Dress” and in the other “Macpherson Dress”, 
while the note attached to the actual specimen describes it as “Dress Tartan 
of Macpherson”. This raises the supposition that it was originally a tartan 
wom by the Chief. The specimen includes the yellow line which according to 
some authorities (including “Old Cluny”) was a later addition by the Sobieski 
Stuarts. The Chief’s tartan is registered by Lyon without this yellow line. 

The Hunting Tartan is similarly included twice in the index - once as 
“Cluny Macpherson Undress” and in the second entry as “Macpherson 
Undress Tartan”. The portion of this sett now usually coloured light grey 
appears to be white in the specimen and it has been suggested from some 
sources that in this form it is one of the Chief’s tartans, the usual form with 
the grey colour being a Clan tartan. 

The red Clan tartan appears only once in the index as “Macpherson” and 
the specimen is so described in the note attached. The colours are particularly 
clear in this case and correspond with those usually seen in present-day 
specimens, the blue being definitely azure, i.e., light, in shade. 
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It is difficult to decide whether allocations of tartans made in these 
collections can be relied on as completely authoritative. There is nothing in 
Romanes & Paterson’s volume to show on what authority the various tartans 
are given. In comparison, the writer owns a book of Clan Tartans, published 
in 1850 and compiled by the firm of W. & A. Smith of Mauchline, Ayrshire, 
after application to what they considered to be the best authorities of that 
time. In the case of the Macphersons “Old Cluny” was approached and 
supplied three specimens “of my tartan, all of which I consider original 
patterns”. These were the white Dress with yellow lines, the Hunting grey 
and a variation of the tartan now known as Clan Chattan. Smith’s had asked 
Cluny if the white dress tartan had been known before it was published in the 
Sobieski Stuarts’ Vestiarium Scoticum and in reply the Chief said, “It was 
known as the Breacan Glas long before John Stuart and was known in this 
country, although I rather think the addition of the yellow stripe was 
introduced by him or rather taken from his MS, but at all events the tartan is 
an old Macpherson.” It may be remembered that in an article in Creag Dhubh 
No. 13 (1961) p.22, the writer reported evidence of the existence at one time 
of a white tartan with black and red, but not yellow, stripes, connected with 
the Clan. Smith’s names the three tartans in their book (presumably those 
supplied by “Old Cluny”) as Macpherson Dress, Hunting and Clan 
respectively. In the case of the Hunting (grey without white colour) they 
state, “on the Chief’s authority” it is the Hunting Macpherson which had 
been made for the Chief’s grandmother, i.e., Janet Fraser, wife of Ewen of 
the ‘45, from an old shawl or plaid which had been preserved in Cluny Castle 
for some generations. This seems to tell against the idea that the sett with the 
white portions is the old tartan of the Chief. The tartan included by Smith as 
Clan Macpherson is not the usual red sett as in Romanes & Paterson, but that 
known as Clan Chattan, with some variations in number and colour of stripes. 

All this rather suggests that “Old Cluny”, who was also Chief when 
Romanes & Paterson made their collection, may have considered that the 
three specimens in Smith’s Book were Chief’s tartans and that the only Clan 
Tartan was the red tartan shown as such in Romanes & Paterson’s collection 
and omitted entirely by the Smiths. This tartan was certified as the Clan 
tartan by Duncan of the Kiln when he supplied a specimen for the collection 
of the Gaelic Society of London in 1817. 

It is noticeable that Romanes & Paterson include only one specimen of 
the Fraser tartan which is not that usually worn at the present time but which 
is the pattern given by Logan in The Scottish Gael. The white line which is 
conspicuous in the normal Fraser is omitted from this specimen. 

It may also be noticed that the Sinclair tartan is also called by Romanes & 
Paterson, “Caithness”, that the Rob Roy is given as MacGregor, while the 
usual MacGregor is called the Clan Alpine. The Royal Stuart is also given 
under Hamilton, while the black and white “shepherd” check is included as 
“Shepherd or Border plaid”. 
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No one, studying the specimens in the Romanes & Paterson collection, 
can fail to be impressed with the freshness and clarity of the colours, which 
cannot be equalled by any printing process. 

There is added to the original collection a woven specimen of the 
MacBain tartan, as now acknowledged by Hughston MacBain of Chicago, 
the Chief of the Clan, who presented this handsome addition to Captain 
Fuller in 1958. The Association is greatly indebted to Major Macpherson 
and, through him, to Captain and Mrs. Fuller for this very fine contribution to 
our collection.  

THE CLAN HOUSE MUSEUM STORY 1962  
by J. MACDONALD, Curator 

Continuance in interest and in the pride and appreciation manifested by 
visitors to the Museum during season 1962 has to be recorded by the curator. 

In the course of the season, signatures to the number of 1,691 were 
entered in the visitors’ book. Of that number, 189, claiming Macpherson kith 
and kin, answered the call from homes in: Australia 10; Canada 7; U.S.A. 12; 
South Africa 3; England 63; Scotland 94. For many, it was a first experience; 
for others, a periodical pilgrimage; for all, an opportunity to be reminded of a 
rich heritage ever to be cherished. 

Fifty-six (56), who were non-members of the Association: Australia 1; 
Canada 2; South Africa 1; U.S.A. 9; England 20; and Scotland 23; accepted 
the curator’s invitation to enrol as Association members. This they did 
despite, or it may be to some extent because of the freely disclosed 
information that the invitation was being extended not by an interested 
Macpherson but by a member of a one-time rival clan who was now 
privileged to be associated in carrying out objects of the Clan Macpherson 
Association Charter: “promoting andfostering the Clan spirit and the 
corporate life of the Clan at home and abroad,- to provide a focal point for, 
and a means of expressing Clan sentiment, and to keep Clansmen in touch 
with one another in all parts of the world” - objects dear to all Scots. 

The total of 56 new members enrolled at the Museum by the curator in 
1962, added to 64 similarly enrolled in 1961 and 46 during the period July to 
September when the Museum operated in 1960, is proof that the Museum is 
fulfilling its purpose as a focal point for the Clan as a means of expressing 
Clan sentiment and as a productive Association Recruiting Agency. 

As in previous years, notable Clansmen took the opportunity of calling 
and all saw, or learned, something of interest. The Hon. Donald Paxton 
Macpherson, of the U.S.A. Senate, paying his first visit, was very interested 
to find on the museum bookshelf two Cluny Castle volumes - McPherson’s 
History of the Rebellion 1860/1865 and McPherson’s History of the 
Reconstruction 1865/1870 - of which his grandfather, the Hon. Edward 
McPherson, LL.D., Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United 
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States, was author and which he had presented to the Chief on the occasion of 
a special visit he had made to Cluny Castle about 50 years ago. 

During the Rally, Mr. Alan G. Macpherson of Rochester, New York, a 
former Creag Dhubh editor, and Mr. A. F. Macpherson, the Association 
secretary, devoted much of their limited time to an exhaustive study of the 
“Invereshie Book” and the result may, in due course, enable the valuable 
“Invereshie” information to become more widely known to the members. 

Interesting Enquiry 
The museum copy of Chevalier de Johnstone’s Memoirs, which was the 

subject of an article in Creag Dhubh No. 7 (1955) p. 7, has been the subject 
of an interesting enquiry passed to the curator through the National Trust for 
Scotland from a Canadian source anxious to trace original manuscript 
containing, in addition to Prince Charlie’s campaign in Britain, an account of 
the subsequent operations in Canada in which many Highlanders took part. 
The information which was communicated in reply should, in the opinion of 
the National Trust, conclusively prove the authenticity of the museum copy 
as original manuscript. 

Museum Furnishings 
The museum facilities have benefitted by gifts of furnishings supplied 

from time to time by Mr. Alexander Mackenzie, Inverness, through the vice-
chairman of the Association. 
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Additional Museum Exhibits include 
By the Clan Council - two photographs of H.R.H. The Duke of 

Edinburgh’s visit to the Museum on 23rd March, 1961. 
By Major J. E. Macpherson, London - volume of actual Tartans in cloth 

presented by Romanes & Paterson as a museum piece in 1839. 
By Major Scott-Miller, 4th/5th Camerons - obsolete weapons. 
By relatives of the late Miss Macpherson, Saltcoats, Ayrshire - three 

portraits of Cluny Chiefs. 

THE CLAN MUSEUM - RELICS AND MEMORIALS  
by J. MACDONALD, Curator 

A notice prominently displayed at the public entrance to the Clan 
Museum at Newtonmore, proclaims: 

Here are Housed Relics and Memorials of Rich 
Historical Interest not only to Scottish Clansmen 
but to all of Whatever Race they may be who are 
Attracted by the Story of High Resolve 
Patriotism and Loyalty. 

 The Proclamation well serves its purpose. Clansmen and Clanswomen 
from far and near; many who would much wish to claim allegiance to any 
Clan; visitors of all nationalities; all enter the portals; all acclaim the heritage 
and the tradition represented in the Museum, located, as it is, in the cradle of 
Clan Macpherson. 

 
In discharging, during the past three seasons, the interesting and 

congenial duties of museum curator, I have encountered a surprising lack of 
knowledge by Macpherson visitors in regard to the history of the Clan Relics; 
also of the circumstances that resulted in the Relics coming into possession of 
the Clan Association for public exhibition in the Museum. 

 
That the Cluny Estate fell into an unfortunate position financially is 

common knowledge, but that the Clan Macpherson did make an effort, albeit 
abortive, to meet the position is not generally known, nor do visitors - not 
even all Macphersons - realise the many difficulties that had to be 
surmounted by the Clan Association in acquiring the Relics at a period when 
the second world war was at its height, when money was tight and when 
contact with interested Clansmen overseas was difficult. When the facts have 
been related to visitors, all very warmly acclaim the patriotic action by the 
Clan Macpherson, which secured such historic Macpherson possessions, not 
only for themselves but for Scotland. 
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The circumstances surrounding the acquisition are set forth in a 
comprehensive report, dated 31 st May, 1943, by Tom Macpherson (now 
Lord Macpherson of Drumochter) in which it is stated: 

“Thanks to the co-operation of members of the Clan at the Sale and 
no serious competition from dealers, I was able, from proceeds of 
public subscriptions by members of the Clan at home and abroad, on 
3rd May, 1943, at Wyllie & Lochead’s public sale in Glasgow of the 
contents of Cluny Castle, to purchase all the principal Relics at quite 
reasonable prices.” 
Complete details of all articles so purchased, with the sums paid for each, 

are shown in statement accompanying the report. 
It is worthy of mention, here, that the “no serious competition” referred to 

by Lord Macpherson in his report was confirmed by a Glasgow visitor to the 
Museum last Spring. He stated that he, as an interested party, had been at the 
sale and that but for the anxiety and determination displayed by the 
Macpherson buyers to regain their historical Clan possessions, a 
“gentleman’s agreement” which had been entered into by other potential 
purchasers might not have been reached. 

The Relics remained in storage until accommodated in the Clan 
Macpherson House and Museum, which was officially opened in August 
1952. Since then, visitors from a over the world have evinced keen interest in 
them, but the period which a visitor can normally devote to the Museum does 
not permit of other than a fragmentary part of their history and association 
with the Clan being communicated and desires which have been expressed by 
members and visitors, generally, for fuller information being made available 
for subsequent reference by them could be met by the inclusion in successive 
issues of Creag Dhubh of brief particulars relating to the various possessions 
on view. 

JAMES MACPHERSON’S FIDDLE 
(Purchase Price £5) 

by J. MACDONALD, Curator 

I’ve spent my life in rioting, 
Debauch’d my health and strength, 

I squander’d fast, as pillage came, 
And fell to shame at length. 

My father was a gentleman, 
Of fame and honour high, 

Oh mother, would you ne’er had borne 
The son so doom’d to die. 

The laird of Grant, with pow’r aboon, 
The Royal Majesty, 

Pass’d his great word for Peter Brown 
And let Macpherson die. 
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But Braco Duff, with rage enough, 
First laid a snare for me, 

And if that death did not prevent, 
Aveng’d I well could be. 

But vengeance I did never wreak, 
When power was in my hand, 

And you, dear friends, no vengeance seek,  
It is my last command. 

Forgive the man whose rage betray’d  
Macpherson’s worthless life; 

When I am gone, be it not said,  
My legacy was strife. 

Experience having proved that overseas visitors of Scottish extraction are 
more conversant with Highland lore than are many from the homeland, it was 
no surprise to hear a young Canadian lady, viewing for the first time James 
Macpherson’s fiddle, reciting the above stanzas of “Macpherson’s Lament”, 
a song which the owner of the fiddle had composed and played in prison 
while he lay under sentence of death; nor was it surprising to find that she 
was equally familiar with “Macpherson’s Farewell” (tune - “Macpherson’s 
Rant”) which the poet, Robert Bums, had composed as an “improvement” on 
Macpherson’s contribution. 

The owner of the fiddle was a James Macpherson, born of a beautiful 
gipsy who had attracted the attentions of an Invereshie Macpherson. The 
reputed father was killed shortly after the birth while pursuing a body of 
hostile clansmen cattle-lifting in Badenoch, but the family, acknowledging 
the relationship, undertook the care of the child and mother. 

Chroniclers describe the child as having developed into a man 
“magnificent in stature and intellect”; “possessing beauty, strength and 
stature rarely equalled”; “a remarkable character of uncommon personal 
strength”; “who gave himself up to the life of a free-booter, being captain of 
a band of gipsies who, well armed, travelled the northern counties of 
Scotland helping themselves to the property of the many well-to-do but never 
perpetrating acts of cruelty or wilful murder and never condescending to 
harm the helpless and distressed.” 

Macpherson’s remarkable career as a free-booter; the circumstances of his 
capture; rescues by friends and re-capture; his trial at Banff; allegations of 
political bias; the indictment to which he had to answer; the severity of the 
sentence; the short interval that was permitted between trial and execution in 
order to defeat attempts at rescue; the belief that by fraud or violence a 
messenger with missive of pardon had been delayed between Turriff and 
Banff and his execution have been the subject of searching contributions by 
writers over a long period. The Literary Chronicle and Weekly Review of 
13th October, 1821, a periodical published in London, contained a lengthy 
article with full text of his song “Macpherson’s Lament”; Chambers’ edition 
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of the works of Robert Burns deals with the subject in an introduction to the 
poet’s “Macpherson”s Farewell”: copious notes, memorandum and ballad 
found in an old ledger in Banffshire and passed to the Clan Macpherson 
Association secretary last year and prominence given in articles as recently as 
1920 in a Banffshire newspaper are some of the many references testifying to 
the interest aroused. 

Before ultimately being brought to trial, Macpherson escaped several 
times from his captors. In Aberdeen, he was rescued from prison by his 
cousin, Donald Macpherson, a man of “herculean strength from Badenoch”, 
and a gipsy named Peter Brown, aided by the populace. Shortly afterwards, 
he was captured, after a desperate resistance in course of which one of 
Macpherson’s party was killed at Keith Fair, by Duff of Braco, who held 
sway in the county of Banff, only to be rescued by the Laird of Grant, who 
was in opposition to Duffs methods of administration. On the same evening, 
he was again captured, along with three of his party, Peter Brown, James 
Gordon and Donald Brown, and all were immediately removed to Banff 
prison by Duff, under strong escort. 

The four prisoners were brought to trial before Sheriff Nicholas Dunbar 
and a jury, at Banff, on 7th November, 1700, accused of “being known habit 
and repute vagabonds, sorrners and Egyptians and keeping ye mercats in yr 
ordinary manner of thieving and purse-cutting, or, of the crimes of theft and 
masterful bangstree and oppression.” After a trial lasting three days and 
evidence, led by twenty-one witnesses, the Jury found all four “fyllen, 
culpable and convick” of the crimes libelled and the Sheriff pronounced 
sentence as follows: “For sae muckle as you, James Macpherson and James 
Gordon, pannals, are found guilty by ane verdict of ane assyse to be knowne, 
holden and repute, to be Egyptians and Vagabonds and Oppressors of his free 
lieges in ane bangstree manner, and going up and downe the country armed 
and keeping the mercats in ane hostile manner and that you are thieves and 
receptors of thieves and that you are of pessima forma; Therefore, the Sheriff 
Depute of Banff and I, in his name, adjudge and decerns you the s’d James 
Macpherson and James Gordon to be taken to the cross of Banff from the 
tollbooth thereof where you now lye and there upon ane gibbet to be erected 
to be hanged by the neck to the death by the hand of the common executioner 
upon Friday next being the 16th November instant, being a public weekly 
mercat day betwixt the hours of between two and three in the afternoon and 
in the meantime declares their baile, goods and gear to be escheat and 
inbrought to the fiscall for his interest and so recommends the sentence to be 
seen put in execution by the Magistrates of Banff.” 

The Browns were not sentenced - John Donaldsone, writer in Banff, on 
behalf of the Laird of Grant “putting in a claim for repledging the Browns 
because they were his vassals and subject to his jurisdiction.” 

The execution took place on 16th November as ordered and it is 
interesting to note that this execution was the last capital sentence executed in 
Scotland under Heritable Jurisdiction. 
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It is recorded that Macpherson played the fiddle up to the moment of 
execution; that he offered it to members of the crowd but no one had the 
courage to accept it; he therefore broke it over his knee and threw it amongst 
the crowd with the remark, “No one else shall play Jamie Macpherson’s 
fiddle.” It was picked up by a Donald Macpherson and taken by him to 
Cluny. 

THE BLACK CHANTER 
(Purchase Price £55) 

by J. MACDONALD, Curator 
Black Chanter of Chattan, now hushed and exhausted,  

Thy music was lost with the power of the Gael; 
The dread inspiration Macpherson had boasted 

For ever expired in Drummossie’s sad wail. 
In any reference to the Clan Macpherson possessions in the Museum, 

pride of place falls to be accorded to the historic Feadan Dubh or Black 
Chanter bearing the striking inscription, “ ‘S FHAD O CHUALAS. ‘S 
BUAN A MHAIREAS ‘S MOR AD’.” That it had been secured at the Sale 
must have been particularly gratifying to the Clan and to all concerned with 
the arrangements for acquiring the Relics. 

All Macphersons visiting the Museum profess some knowledge of their 
Chanter but the popular story that it fell from heaven during a Clan Combat 
held in the presence of the King and his Nobles, and in which the Clan 
Macpherson took part, on the North Inch of Perth in 1396, as graphically 
described by Sir Walter Scott in his Fair Maid of Perth, and that, thereafter, if 
the Chanter was with the Clan in action, “Macphersons knew not defeat”, 
only touches the fringe of the Chanter’s history and its association with the 
Clan. 

The subject was dealt with by Mr. A. F. Macpherson, the Association 
Secretary, and Mr. Alan G. Macpherson, former editor of Creag Dhubh, in a 
searching exposition which appeared in the Southland Issue in 1956 (No. 8) 
and which, by reason of its importance, is now reproduced for purpose of this 
series. 

The Growth of a Tradition 
By tradition current in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the Black 

Chanter is associated with the historic clan battle fought on the North Inch of 
Perth in 1396. There is no reference, however, to pipes or pipers by any of 
the old chroniclers of the battle: Andrew of Wyntoun, a contemporary 
historian; Bower and Boece in the fifteenth century; and Bishop Leslie and 
John Major in the sixteenth century. Wyntoun’s Original Chronicle of 
Scotland was first published and edited in 1795 by David Macpherson, a 
cousin of Colonel Duncan Macpherson of Cluny, but his copious notes make 
no mention of the Chanter. Even more significantly there is no reference to 
the instrument in Sir Aeneas Macpherson of Invereshie’s Loyall Dissuasive 
which was written in 1701 to counter Mackintosh claims to represent Clan 
Chattan. Nor does the Rev. Lachlan Shaw’s History of the Province of 
Moray, written before 1775, mention it. 

The later history of the Chanter is connected with the Clan Grant, the 
great body of which occupied Strathspey below Badenoch. Its possession by 
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this clan, however, is not mentioned by any of the Grant historians, and Dr. I. 
F. Grant, their most recent writer on the subject, cannot suggest any occasion 
on which the Chanter might have been borrowed. 

In view of this dearth of early record of the Black Chanter, it is proposed 
in this article to set out the recent accounts and trace the growth of the 
literary tradition. 

The “Restoration” of the Chanter 
The earliest record of the Black Chanter is found in letters in the 

Macpherson of Cluny Papers, now in Register House, Edinburgh, once in the 
Cluny Castle Charter Chest. This correspondence is concerned with the 
return of the Chanter by Grant of Glenmoriston to Ewan Macpherson of 
Cluny, the seventeen-year-old Chief, in 1821. The “restoration” was 
evidently brought about through the good offices of Archibald Fraser of 
Abertarff, Cluny’s cousin and lawyer. 

(No. 951, Macpherson of Cluny Papers; Register House, Edinburgh 
Letter endorsed 20th Oct. 1821 - Glenmoriston sending the Chaunter of 

the Macphersons” 
 Invermoriston, 20th Oct. 1821. 
Abertarff. 

My Dear Sir, 
The Chaunter of the Pipe has only now come to my hands by some 

mistake of my Pipers it was detained at Inverness which I regret as I fear 
Cluny is by this time gone to Edinburgh. 

The Post is impatient to be forward to Fort Augustus which obliges me to 
conclude this shortly. 

With best wishes, believe me to remain, My dear Sir, 
Yours most truly, 

 (Sgd.) JAMES MURRAY GRANT. 
  

 Kinlochness, 22nd Oct. 1821. 
My Dear Sir, 
Many thanks for having sent the Chaunter. Its arrival will afford much joy 

to the young Chief of Clan Chattan. I am sure you will be in great favour 
with Clan Mhuirich on this account. I have sent the Chaunter over. It will just 
be in time to reach before he leaves the country. With best wishes to Mrs. 
Grant, believe me, I remain, my dear Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
 (Sgd.) ARCH. J. F. FRASER. 
  

Letter endorsed “Oct. 1821 - Cluny anent Chaunter” 
To Abertarff, 

Restorer of the Chaunter, 
   Queeting, Fort Augustus. 

 Catlodge, 23rd Oct. 1821. 
My Dear Mr. Fraser, 

I am happy to inform you that the Chaunter arrived here last night in the 
greatest safety. We are quite convinced of its being the true Chaunter owing 
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to the split up the middle which has been handed down as one of its marks. 
Beannaich sibhse air son chuir n’am ionsuidh (Bless you for sending it to 
me). I was exceedingly glad to see an old companion (name indistinct). I 
assure you his presence created a great deal of joy. I hope to have the 
satisfaction of hearing from you frequently in Edinburgh for I shall miss you 
very much this winter. I am very much hurried as we set off in half an hour 
but still I must have a tune on the Chaunter before leaving. All here unite 
with me in kindest love to you. I remain, My dear Cousin,  

Yours very truly, 
 (Sgd.) EWEN MACPHERSON. 

The following points emerge from the correspondence: 
(i) The Chanter was highly prized by the Clan Macpherson. 
(ii) There was a legend among the Macphersons that it could be 

identified by “the split up the middle”. 
(iii) The Chanter had been out of the possession of the clan throughout 

living memory. 
(iv) Cluny set great personal store by the return of the Chanter, giving 

Abertarff the title “Restorer of the Chanter”, commenting on its 
arrival “in the greatest safety”, and thanking Abertarff with a 
Gaelic blessing. 

(v) The Chanter was in the custody of Grant of Glenmoriston’s piper 
in 1821. 

The correspondence therefore provides evidence that for some 
generations prior to 1821 the Chanter had been in the possession of the 
Grants of Glenmoriston, a sept of the Clan Grant which lived, not in 
Strathspey, but to the north of the Great Glen. It also proves that the “split up 
the middle” belongs to the time when it was in the original possession of the 
Clan Macpherson. 

Sir Walter Scott and the Chanter 
The next appearance of the Chanter in the literary record is in Sir Walter 

Scott’s Fair Maid of Perth, published in 1828. The novel includes the Clan 
Fight on the North Inch at Perth, described with all the vividness of the great 
novelist’s imagination. The bald and condensed accounts of the fight in the 
writings of the old chroniclers are abandoned amid a wealth of detail for 
which there is no historical authenticity. Sir Walter introduces among the 
participants the standard-bearers and pipers of the rival clans, and describes 
the Clan Chattan piper as playing “the pibroch of his clan” to encourage his 
fellows while he himself was dying of mortal wounds. Sir Walter ends this 
incident with the comment: 

“ . . . The instrument which he used, or at least that part of it called the 
chanter, is preserved in the family of a Highland Chief to this day and is 
much honoured under the name of the Federan (sic) Dhu or Black Chanter.” 
Sir Walter was, of course, acquainted with the young Chief of the 
Macphersons, and had perhaps seen the pipe on its arrival in Edinburgh in the 
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autumn of 1821. Their acquaintance was such that it was Cluny that gave the 
Laird of Abbotsford the great deerhound “Bran”, descendant of a breed that 
had been raised by the Lairds of Cluny for at least a century and a half. 

The novelist adds to his account an explanatory footnote which may in 
part derive from conversation with young Cluny, but which also smacks of 
the novelist’s invention: 

 “The present Cluny Macpherson, Chief of his clan, is in possession of 
this ancient trophy of their presence at the North Inch. Another account of it 
is given by a tradition which says that an aerial minstrel appeared over the 
heads of Clan Chattan, and having played some wild strains, let the 
instrument drop from his hand. Being made of glass, it was broken by the fall 
excepting only the chanter, which as usual was of lignum vitae. The 
Macpherson piper secured this enchanted pipe and the possession of it is still 
considered as insuring the prosperity of the clan.” 

It would appear that Sir Walter presents two “traditions”, one of a natural 
origin, the second of a supernatural origin. His evidence can be summarised 
as follows: 

(i) The Chanter was associated with the Fight on the North Inch. 
(ii) Its possession was a guarantee of prosperity. 
(iii) It was made of lignum vitae “as usual”, that is, like most pipes of 

the eighteenth century with which Sir Walter was familiar. 
This last piece of information, if correct, discounts the possibility of the 

pipe ever having been played at the North Inch in 1396. Lignum vitae is the 
wood of the tree Guaiacum officinale, which grows only in tropical South 
America and the West Indies. 

The Chanter Loaned to the Grants 
James Logan, in his Scottish Gael, published in 1831, adds material to the 

literary record which was largely independent of Sir Walter Scott’s account. 
In his chapter on “The Music of the Gael” (Stewart’s Edition, Vol. II, pp. 
307, 308), Logan mentions that there is an ancient and celebrated pipe in the 
possession of the Chief of Clan Chattan, known as the Feadan Dubh or Black 
Chanter, concerning which various curious particulars are recorded. He 
proceeds, “The Chanter is believed to possess some charm or supernatural 
virtue which insures prosperity to its owners and their connection. It is this 
instrument which Sir Walter Scott mentions as having fallen from the clouds 
during the conflict on the North Inch of Perth in 1396. It appears to have been 
taken from the vanquished party at that fiercely contested battle.” This forms 
a third “tradition” of its origin which may only in fact have occurred to 
Logan from Sir Walter’s calling it a “trophy”. 

Logan is the first writer to throw some light on the later history of the 
Chanter associating it with the Clan Grant. He recounts the story of a 
humiliating defeat suffered by a large party of Strathspey Grants near 
Aviemore at the hands of three MacDonalds of Glen Coe, who were cattle 
lifting in Strathspey. The entire clan of the Grants of Strathspey were 
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disheartened by this affair, and “in order to reanimate them their Chief sent to 
Cluny for the loan of the Feadan Dubh, the notes of which could infallibly 
rouse every latent spark of valour. Cluny is said to have lent it without 
hesitation, saying his men stood in no need of it. How long it remained with 
them at this time does not appear, but after it had been restored the Grants 
again received it and it remained with them until 1821, when Grant of 
Glenmoriston presented it to Ewen Macpherson of Cluny, the present worthy 
Chief” At this point in his account Logan inserts a note to the effect that 
Cluny had written to the author on the subject, the implication being that this 
information derived from Cluny. As Logan was collecting material for his 
book in the Highlands from 1826 onwards, his account is of the same date as 
Sir Walter’s. 

The Charm of Glenmoriston 
Logan was evidently puzzled as to how the Chanter passed from the 

possession of the neighbouring Grants of Strathspey into the hands of the 
distant Grants of Glen Moriston. He speculates: “It is probable that the last 
loan of this Chanter was made to the Grants of Glenmoriston who had no 
doubt observed the happy effects of its possession among their brethren in 
Strathspey.”His comment on this even is more illuminating in view of further 
evidence on this point from another source: “This clan had however an 
opinion of their own prowess that would seem to render it improbable they 
should require such aid.” 

In Andrew Lang’s edition of The Highlands of Scotland in 1750 (page 
111) - the report of an anonymous government spy who was very conversant 
with Highland traditions - there is mention of a charm used by the people of 
Glen Moriston: 

“ . . . Before they went to the rebellion 1715 they practised a Charm to 
make them invulnerable .... Before they went out to the late Rebellion (1745) 
they used the same Charm and boasted that their small company could 
destroy all the King’s forces, and that it was not possible for any weapon to 
hurt them; their disappointment was as great as their prepossession, for a 
smaller proportion of this clan return’d home than any other.” 

It will be noted that Logan wrote of the Chanter possessing “some charm 
or supernatural virtue”, and if it was to the Chanter that the spy of 1750 
referred it means that Logan missed the point. The vaunted prowess of the 
Glen Moriston folk was due to their possession of the Chanter, not a reason 
for their dispensing with it. A further point emerges if the “Charm” of 1750 is 
identified with the Chanter: the potent pipe was in the possession of the 
Grants before 1715. This corroborates the tenour of the “Restoration 
Correspondence” of 1821, which suggests that the instrument had been out of 
the possession of the Macphersons beyond living memory. 

The Fate of Cluny 
Logan’s later account of the Chanter in Mclan’s Costumes of the Clans, 

published in 1845, simply states that “the prosperity of the House of Cluny is 
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popularly believed to be dependent on its preservation, and it is not doubted 
by all true clansmen that it is the veritable instrument which fell from heaven 
to supply the loss of that used by the piper at the battle of Perth.” Thus the 
efficacy of the pipe is now directed at the fate of the Chief’s family rather 
than of the whole clan. This constitutes a new departure in the “tradition” 
which is repeated by Grant R. Francis in his Romance of the White Rose, and 
by Ewan L. Cheyne-Macpherson in an article on “The Luck of Clan 
Mhuirich” in the Clan Chattan Journal (Vol. III, No. 4, 1955). Cheyne-
Macpherson instances two cases where the absence of the Chanter spelled 
disaster for the House of Cluny; the temporary ruin of the family after the 
‘Forty-Five, and the final sale of Cluny Castle in 1943 after the removal of 
the Chanter to the Judicial Factor’s office in Edinburgh in 1934. 

Celtic Saints and a Stolen Chanter 
With the publication of W. G. Stewart’s Lectures on the Mountains in 

1860 two new and startling departures in the “tradition” of the Black Chanter 
emerge. Of its origin he wrote: 

 “Among the relics shown at Cluny Castle there is a small chanter or 
whistle called the Feadan Dubh, said to have been consecrated or blessed by 
St. Columba or St. Ciaran, of most enchanting influences. . . . The Feadan 
Dubh of the Clan Chattan exercised its spells ... in securing victory to the . . . 
heroes who contended for victory over contending foes. And it would appear 
that in the renowned and desperate combat on the North Inch of Perth, anno 
1396, between two branches of Clan Chattan, the Macphersons and the 
Davidsons, the Feadan Dubh was carried off by the victors, the Macphersons, 
and has been the property of that clan for nearly five centuries.” 

Stewart, like Scott and Logan, was acquainted with the Victorian chief, 
and may have got some of his information from him. The reference to the 
two Celtic saints, which takes the Chanter back to the beginning of 
Christianity in the Highlands in the sixth century, seems far-fetched despite 
the legendary ecclesiastical origins of the chiefs of Clan Chattan. Stewart, 
like Logan, implies that the pipe belonged to the opponents of the 
Macphersons at the North Inch, now generally accepted as having been the 
Clan Cameron, not the small sept of the Davidsons of Badenoch.  

The second departure from the earlier “tradition” of Scott and Logan 
introduces the idea that the Chanter was stolen from the Macphersons and 
restored in 1821 as stolen property. Stewart asserts: “ . . . the valuable 
properties of the Feadan Dubh made it an object of speculation on the part of 
contemporary clans, naturally anxious for the possession of a warlike 
instrument, which, however puny in its bore, was more than a match for 
‘Mons Meg’ in the field. And we have reason to know that after having been 
‘missing and a prisoner’ more than once in the possession of some 
neighbouring clans, the present worthy chieftain of the Grants of 
Glenmoriston, no doubt influenced by compunction of conscience in having 
in his possession property not honestly come by, of such sacred value, about 
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thirty years ago returned the treasure to its legitimate owner, the present 
accomplished chief of the Clan Chattan Macpherson.” 

It is obvious from the tone of Stewart’s account that he is merely 
speculating, and that the story of a stolen chanter gains little credence. 

Grant Francis, a most inaccurate writer wherever he touches Macpherson 
history, alleges that the Chanter was stolen by Grant of Glen Moriston before 
1745, and subsequently restored to Cluny by Grant of Grant. Francis had no 
foundation whatever for these assertions, and they can safely be dismissed as 
of no account. 

The Cracks and a Crystal Chanter 
Alexander Macpherson, the Provost of Kingussie and Factor of Cluny, 

adds an entirely new layer to the “tradition” of the Black Chanter in his 
Glimpses of Church and Social Life in the Highlands, published in 1893. He 
records that “of the many singular traditions regarding the Black Chanter one 
is that its original fell from heaven during the memorable Clan Battle fought 
on the North Inch of Perth in 1396, and that being made of crystal, it was 
broken by the fall and the existing one made in facsimile. Another tradition is 
to the effect that this is the genuine original and that the cracks were 
occasioned by its violent contact with the ground.” The “crystal tradition” 
seems to be a rather pointless variant of Scott’s story that the supernatural 
pipes were of glass apart from the chanter itself. Alexander Macpherson, of 
course, was very familiar with the pipe and its traces of apparent damage. 

A Chanter Spoiled in the Making 
The last writer seriously to consider the Black Chanter was W. L. Manson 

in his Highland Bagpipe, published in 1901. After repeating Scott’s 
supernatural version almost word for word and adding Macpherson’s 
facsimile version and Logan’s account of its possession by the Grants he goes 
on to debunk the “tradition”: “ . . . we do not of course believe in this phase 
of the supernatural nowadays, and it has been irreverently asserted that this 
particular chanter will not play, that a piper of Cluny’s who was in the 
service of the Chief for seven years testified to this, and that it is nothing 
more nor less than a chanter that has been spoiled in the making.” It will be 
noted that this most unromantic theory of its origin emanated from one of 
Cluny’s pipers and not from Manson, although Manson as a serious student 
of the bagpipe naturally favours it. The Black Chanter cannot be dismissed so 
lightly, however, for in recent years it has been played by Hugh Macpherson, 
the Vice-Chairman, at the opening of the Clan House in 1952. His comment 
was that it sounded, but not properly. It can be presumed, therefore, that 
young Ewen of Cluny was able to “have a tune” as he intended before he left 
Catlodge for Edinburgh on the 23rd October 1821. 

In conclusion, it can be said that the legend of the Black Chanter at the 
North Inch must be doubted if the wood is of South American origin, while 
the tradition of its possession by Clan Grant can be accepted as being 
substantially true. Its real origin must probably be assigned to the late 
sixteenth or seventeenth century, before the downfall of the Glencoe 
MacDonalds in the Massacre, of 1692. 
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EPERGNE OR CANDELABRUM 
(Purchase Price £147) 

by J. MACDONALD, Curator 

In the land of the Macphersons  
 Where the Spey’s wide waters flow,  
 In the land where Royal Charlie  
 Knew his best friend in his woe. 

This imposing exhibit, although not of ancient origin in relation to some 
of the Relics, is a subject of much interest and admiration. Placed in a 
position where it is clearly visible from outwith the Museum it acts as a 
magnet in attracting passers-by. It was presented to “Old Cluny” the 20th 
Chief and Lady Cluny - Sarah Justina Davidson - by Clansmen and Friends 
on the occasion of their Golden Wedding in 1882. It stands four feet high and 
weighs 700 ounces of pure silver. It was made by James Aitchison of 
Edinburgh to the design of Clark Stanton, A.R.S.A., and represents a sturdy 
oak tree growing from Highland soil. Nine branches spring from the tree with 
fitting for a large fruit bowl at the top. Each of the nine branches supports a 
fixture for holding a crystal flower vase or candlestick. The base has been 
designed to be in keeping with the Celtic sentiment of the occasion. It bears 
on one side the combined Arms of Cluny Macpherson and Davidson with 
supporters, crest and motto and on the other side a shield with the following 
inscription in Gaelic and English: “Presented, along with an illuminated 
address, to Cluny Macpherson, C.B., and Lady Cluny on the occasion of their 
Golden Wedding by their Friends and Clansmen. 20th December 1882.” At 
the foot of the tree is arranged a group which represents one of the most 
striking and characteristic episodes in the life of the famous Cluny of the ‘45; 
with Sir Hector Munro, an equestrian figure in the uniform of a British 
officer, and a statuette of Cluny, in kilt, facing up to him defiantly and 
accepting a coin from Sir Hector’s outstretched hand. As no authentic picture 
of Cluny of the ‘45 was available the artist adopted the features of “Old 
Cluny” for the statuette. 

 
The occasion depicted by this masterpiece of the silversmith’s art is 

referred to by the 19th Chief of the Clan - “Duncan of the Kiln”, the son of 
Cluny of the ‘45 - in the following excerpt from a letter by him, dated 9th 
June 1817, from Cluny Castle, to Colonel Stewart of Garth putting on record, 
at the request of Colonel Stewart, the experiences of his father after the Battle 
of Culloden and the many unsuccessful efforts to effect his capture during the 
nine years he was a fugitive in the Macpherson country: 

 “My father remained in Badenoch nine years after the Battle of Culloden, 
during which period every exertion was made to apprehend him, and a 
reward of a Thousand Guineas and a Company, offered to any person that 
would take him, Dead or Alive. What is rather extraordinary, after a lapse of 
six or seven years, instead of relaxing, they actually redoubled their 
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Vigilance, and placed a Detachment of Soldiers in almost every Town in the 
Parishes of  Laggan and Kingussie, a Measure so strongly resembling that 
adopted previous to the Massacre of Glencoe, as to induce some timid people 
to quit the country. The late Sir Hector Munro (then an Ensign in the Army) 
had been selected for this service, as an active officer who understood the 
language, and his conduct afterwards proved him fully qualified for such a 
Command. To enumerate the various attempts that Sir Hector and other 
Officers made would fill a volume. I shall therefore only instance One or 
Two Specimens, by which you will perceive that it required more than 
ordinary Abilities on the part of my Father, and unbounded Attachment on 
the part of his Clan to protect him under such circumstances, for so long a 
period.” 

Of the incident in question, Cluny writes: “My father was at Cluny, in a 
small House inhabited by the family after the castle was burned, when the 
House was suddenly surrounded by a Party of Soldiers (Red Coats as they 
were then called) commanded by Ensign Munro, whose information was so 
correct, and managed matters so secretly that there was no possibility of my 
Father’s making his Escape, but in this Emergency, his presence of mind did 
not forsake him, and he stood firm and collected in himself, and altho’ he saw 
himself on the brink of Destruction, and falling into the hands of his 
Persecutors, by which he must suffer an ignominous death, he deliberately 
stept into the Kitchen, where a servant man was sifting and exchanged 
clothes with him, all of which was the work of a few moments, and when the 
Officer commanding the Party rode up to the Door, he, without any 
hesitation, ran out, held the Stirrup while dismounting; walked the Horse 
about while the Officer was in the House, and when he came out again, held 
the Stirrup to him to mount; on which the Officer asked him if he knew 
where Cluny was, he answered, he did not, and if he did, he would not tell 
him; when the Officer replied, I believe you would not, You are a good 
fellow, Here is a shilling for you. It is true that he possessed Vigilance and 
foresight in a very extraordinary degree, and many instances might be related 
to prove that he had an extensive knowledge of human nature; yet the result 
proved that all his precautions with respect to his Own Clan were 
unnecessary, for during the Nine Years of his Outlawry, only one Man 
attempted to betray him, and that Man was obliged to fly the Country and 
never afterwards returned.” 

The foregoing account of the incident may be accepted as substantially 
correct. There is an impression that the search for Cluny and other fugitives 
was not pressed as hard as it might have been. It has been suggested by 
visitors it was unlikely that, in the circumstances, Sir Hector did not pierce 
Cluny’s disguise; that, whatever his original intentions had been, he had 
refrained from effecting Cluny’s capture from an inborn sense of Highland 
sentiment. On that point the letter from “Duncan of the Kiln” to Colonel 
Stewart, in which several instances of narrow escapes by his father are 
recounted, is prefaced by: 
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“I have my information from a person who was well known to possess a 
strong Memory of undoubted Veracity and who was himself an Eye Witness 
to many of the circumstances that I am about to relate.” 

THE CHEVALIER JOHNSTONE 
When, in 1955, Creag Dhubh gave news of the presentation to the 

Museum of The Memoirs of the Chevalier Johnstone, little was said about the 
actual writer whose memoirs are one of the most valuable of all 
contemporary accounts of the ‘Forty-Five. 

Johnstone was the mildly dissipated son of an Edinburgh merchant, with 
close connections with some of the best Scottish families. With a view, 
apparently, to breaking him away from the somewhat “fast” set with which 
he was involved, his father sent him to Russia, where he stayed with two 
uncles for a while before returning to Edinburgh where he took up much the 
same sort of life as he had left. 

In politics he was Jacobite and in religion he was Episcopalian. It was 
natural, therefore, that he should show sympathy with the Prince’s cause. He, 
however, showed far more determination than the majority of the Prince’s 
sympathisers in the south, for he was one of the first to join the Royal forces 
after news of the Prince’s landing had reached Edinburgh. 

For the first time his influential relations proved of advantage to him, and 
he obtained, through them, an introduction to Lord George Murray who 
appointed him to be his aide-de-camp. Shortly after he was appointed 
assistant aide-de-camp to the Prince himself and he served in these dual 
capacities until after Prestonpans, when he raised a company for the Royal 
service, with the rank of captain, and took service in the Duke of Perth’s 
regiment. 

Johnstone took an active part in the entire campaign until Culloden, after 
which disaster he followed a most exciting course of narrow escapes, 
amorous dallying and sheer determination of purpose which finally brought 
him to exile in Holland. Pressure was brought by the English government 
upon that of Holland, to surrender all Scottish refugees who had escaped to 
the Netherlands. It became apparent that the Dutch intended to yield to the 
English demands, and Johnstone found himself again compelled to make an 
escape. This time he went to France and, finding life in straitened 
circumstances uncongenial, he engaged in the French army and served in 
Canada where, as A.D.C. to Montcalm, it seems that he showed military 
talents which aroused no small amount of praise. 

After the British conquest of Canada, he returned to France where, in 
spite of his services to his adopted country, an ungrateful government 
allowed him to end his life in poverty. 

The memoirs were apparently written subsequently to the Canadian 
campaigns, and the passage of time accounts for some inaccuracies which 
occur. These inaccuracies are mainly numerical - his reckoning of distances 
is often wildly far from the mark and his estimation of the numbers of men in 
the field is often contradicted by other, more accurate information. For all 
this, however, the memoirs of the Chevalier Johnstone remain of enormous 
importance, and this not only to the historian of the Jacobite movement. His 
account of social life, both in Scotland and in France, and his comments on 
contemporary conditions are most interesting, often pungent and prejudiced 
(but nane the waur o’ that!) and valuable. 
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The manuscript’s history was detailed in Creag Dhubh in 1955. In its 
possession the Clan Association has indeed a treasure whose value is beyond 
price. In its display, in the Clan Museum, Brigadier-General Alexander 
Duncan Macpherson, in whose memory it was presented, has a lasting 
memorial amongst his clansmen and far beyond the Clan amongst the 
thousands of visitors who, each year, read the inscription which recounts the 
circumstances of its presentation. 

CORPORAL SAMUEL MACPHERSON 
An old print, bearing the name of Corporal Samuel Macpherson, hangs on 

the West wall of the Clan Museum [It has hung on the South wall since the 
Museum was reconfigured in 1984. However, it has been replaced by a 
coloured reproduction of the original which was obtained from the Black 
Watch Museum at Perth in 2003]. It is well worth a second view - not for any 
artistic merit that it may possess, for it possesses none, but because it is the 
only likeness that we possess of a most extraordinary military genius of the 
early 18th century. 

Four years after the independent companies of the Highland Watch had 
been formed into a single regiment, they were ordered to march to London. 
Thence they were to have been posted to join the British army which was 
then on active service in Germany. The men I were gravely perturbed at these 
orders, for their terms of service had led them to believe that their work was 
to keep them in Scotland and that they were not to be employed on foreign 
service. Their doubts were, however, to some measure removed by a lying 
pronouncement to the effect that they were not to be posted to the Continent, 
but that their march to London was no more than an expression of the 
regiment’s loyalty, as the King had expressed the wish to see his new forces 
and desired to review them personally. 

On arrival at London, the regiment went into quarters at Highgate and 
immediately their former doubts were renewed regarding the good faith of 
the authorities who had brought them south. Far from the King wishing to 
review them, he was not even in the country but had crossed to Europe some 
days earlier. However soft-soap and fair words were again applied to them 
and they made ready for a parade which was to be held on the King’s 
birthday, the 14th May 1743. 

On that day, Lord Sempill’s Highland Regiment, as it was then named, 
was inspected by General Wade, on Finchley Common. A huge crowd 
gathered to watch the parade and a contemporary report describes it as being 
the greatest concourse of people ever seen on such an occasion. It appears 
that the sight of Highlanders in their native dress was indeed something of a 
show for Londoners, for reference is made to the “novelty of the sight”. A 
journal of the time says that, 

 “The Highlanders made a very handsome appearance, and went through 
their exercise and firing with the utmost exactness.”So the King’s birthday 
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passed off quietly and well and the men expected then to return to Scotland, 
having fulfilled the mission for which they had come to London. 

It soon became apparent that first doubts of governmental good faith had 
been only too well-founded. Once more orders came out that the regiment 
was to proceed overseas. Convinced that law and right was on their side, 
some 150 N.C.O.s and men of the Watch formed up and commenced to 
march northward, leaving London soon after midnight on the night of 17/18 
May. 

Immediately their absence was reported, a most amazing panic spread 
through England. It was feared that appalling acts of savagery were likely to 
be perpetrated by the wild, uncivilised mountaineers, and proclamations were 
issued throughout the southern kingdom offering, amongst other things, a 
reward of forty shillings for every captured deserter. 

Meanwhile the Watch made good their advance towards home. The man 
responsible for their conduct was Corporal Samuel Macpherson whose name, 
together with that of his brother [cousin] - Ed.], now comes to the fore. He 
had seen to it that each man marched out from London carrying all that he 
would need for the journey and bringing, too, his arms and fourteen rounds of 
ball ammunition for each man. With his forces thus armed and prepared, 
Corporal Macpherson led them in complete military order and discipline, 
showing no ordinary degree of skill and strategy in selecting their route and 
in making good their advance in the face of the opposition which was certain 
to be met. They marched generally by night and followed a route which led 
between the two great highways to the north, pushing forward with great 
speed and halting only in strong defensive positions. When marching by day, 
Corporal Macpherson again directed his route according to military needs. 
His way led in a zig-zag rather than due north, as he suited his march rather 
to military needs than to any ill-considered plan of taking the shortest way 
home - which would, inevitably have led to interception and disaster. One 
result of this strategy of varied marches was that the troops who pursued the 
Highlanders were completely in the dark as to their movements, for reports of 
their route and direction of march were extremely contradictory. It was, in 
fact, not for seven days that reliable information reached London. And by 
that time the Watch was well on its road north. 

The task of interception was given to General Blakeney, who commanded 
the north-east district and who appointed Captain Ball to take charge of a 
large party of cavalry with express orders to intercept the Highlanders who, 
by the 21st May, were across the River Nen and in Northamptonshire, near 
Wellingborough. Captain Ball reported that he anticipated that they would 
proceed through Rutland and he was therefore taking up a good position at 
Uppingham, on the county border. General Blakeney himself took post with a 
strong force at Stamford. However, Corporal Macpherson again showed his 
military skill by encamping in a thick wood, amongst some prehistoric 
earthworks near Oundle, in a position which was unassailable by the cavalry 
opposed to him. 
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At this stage we find a new name appearing - that of an English 
magistrate named Creed. He was evidently a man of no small degree of 
personal courage for, notwithstanding the alarming tales of the Highlanders 
ferocity and savagery which were current, he went to their camp and 
endeavoured to persuade them to surrender. Macpherson refused to do so 
unless a promise of complete pardon were granted. Creed had not the 
authority to supply this, but drew up a “treaty” whereby he agreed to write to 
the Duke of Montague, Master-General of the Ordnance, stating the 
Highlanders’ grievances and their requirements. He agreed, too, to 
communicate with the military authorities to ensure that the Watch should 
not be interfered with during the course of negotiations. For his part, 
Corporal Macpherson agreed to remain where he was. Creed wrote the 
required letters, in the presence of the Highlanders, and they were 
immediately despatched. 

Once again, and this time finally, the bad faith of authority was 
manifested. Captain Ball brought down his troops and ordered instant 
surrender to military strength. Macpherson replied that he was already 
dealing with the civil authorities and referred Captain Ball to Mr. Creed to 
whom he wrote, very temperately, in reference to their discussions and terms 
of agreement. Creed, too, now joined the forces of ill-faith and replied only 
by urging instant surrender. And so matters remained for the time being. 
Macpherson, still honouring his word in spite of all that had passed, remained 
in position; whilst Captain Ball, finding that cavalry were useless, sent to 
General Blakeney for infantry reinforcements. He also agreed to meet the 
Highlanders who showed him the strength of their position under parole. This 
parole he broke - in spirit, if not in actual deed - for he made specious 
promises to the men who were detailed to guard him on his return and 
persuaded them to surrender to him, promising complete pardon. This 
promise was passed on to the remainder of the Highlanders who believed it, 
took the word of “an officer and a gentleman” and, that night, surrendered to 
General Blakeney. 

Alas for promises - made by civil authority, by subordinate officer and by 
military commander! In flagrant breach of the guarantees that had been 
given, Corporal Macpherson was delivered to court martial, together with his 
brother [cousin - Ed.] and a private named [Farquar} Shaw. All [three] were 
condemned to death, and were killed by a firing-squad on 12th July, in the 
presence of their comrades who, as we are told in a contemporary account, 
“joined in prayer with great earnestness”. This account goes on to say that 
they were put into coffins by three of their clansmen and namesakes - so 
there must have been other Macphersons there - and were buried in one grave 
near the place of execution. 

That military authority, in some cases, held high opinions of Corporal 
Macpherson is shown by the fact that Lord John Murray, who later 
commanded the Watch, had portraits of the two brothers hung up in his 
dining room. Civilian opinion also swung round, largely by reason of the 
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extraordinary discipline and temperance displayed by the whole body in their 
march northwards. It is reported that their march was compared to the retreat 
of the Ten Thousand, and Corporal Macpherson was looked upon as a second 
Xenophon. These belated expressions of regard, however, came too late to 
save from death a man who was, obviously, possessed of quite extraordinary 
talents as a leader, an organiser and a tactician. His only fault - if fault it was 
- is that he was a gentleman and so trusted in the word of other “gentlemen” 
whose claim to the title was less surely founded in character. 

THE CURATOR - JAMES MACDONALD, O.B.E. 
It would be most unfitting that an issue of the Journal, devoted mainly to 

the Clan House, should not contain some expression of the Association’s 
gratitude to our Curator for the wonderful work that he does on our behalf in 
receiving visitors to Clan House and in showing them round the Museum 
with an enthusiasm and a deep affection for all things connected with 
Badenoch in general and with the Clan in particular, both of which he has the 
great gift of being able to communicate to those whom he meets. 

Some measure of his success may be judged from the ever-growing 
numbers of visitors who come each year to see the Museum and from the 
numbers who visit in one year and make a point of coming back again in 
subsequent years. Further measure - not apparent to most of us - is the 
volume of the correspondence which Mr. Mcdonald receives, all through the 
year, from all over the world, from people seeking information regarding the 
Museum and its exhibits. 

Who is James Macdonald? So many people ask this. That they do not 
receive much satisfaction in reply is due to the fact that they almost always 
ask the wrong person. They address their question to James himself - and the 
man who is so eloquent in discussing everything from the history of the 
Clan’s exhibits, the traditions of Badenoch and the tragedy of the 
disappearance of Gaelic right down to Newtonmore’s chances of winning the 
shinty cup next year, is remarkably silent about himself. It is no good asking 
him. The query must be addressed to any resident of Newtonmore if an 
answer is wanted, and answers will be forthcoming in no small measure - for 
James Macdonald is, without doubt, one of the most respected and most 
beloved characters of the township. 

At his Golden Wedding celebrations, in June 1962, the editor and his wife 
were privileged to be included amongst the gathering of family friends who 
joined to congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald, when telegrams of 
congratulations were received from no fewer than six local organisations in 
which he is actively at work and also from the Clan Association. After the 
celebration, the Badenoch Record published a short account of his career. We 
have the permission of the editor of that paper to reprint a part of this 
account, which tells something of the life, eventful, varied and not lacking in 
honour which James Macdonald has led, in loyal and distinguished service to 
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his country and to the community. Long may he live to continue his grand 
work.  

Buaidh agus piseach oirbh, Seumas! 
“From ‘The Badenoch Record’” 

An Active Career 
James Macdonald is the youngest member and is now the sole survivor of 

an old Badenoch family - that of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Macdonald, who, each 
at an advanced age, died in Sherwood, Newtonmore. It was his choice and 
fortune to be a man of action through a long life. After service as a young 
volunteer in the Boer War, he joined the Ayrshire Police Force in May 1902. 
Rapid promotion brought him to the rank of Detective Inspector, and the 
fateful year 1914 found him Chief Constable of Arbroath. After service in 
France as an officer in the Cameron Highlanders, in which he was wounded, 
he resumed police duties. 

In 1935 Mr. Macdonald was awarded the M.B.E., and, in 1942, for 
special war-time duties, the O.B.E. was conferred upon him. The decorations 
were presented by the reigning monarchs, King George V and King George 
VI, at Buckingham Palace, Mrs. Macdonald being present.  

Present Pursuits 
It is, of course, well known that old soldiers - and old policemen - never 

die and that their activity, mental and physical, is only slowly eroded by the 
rolling years. Back in Badenoch and in the post of Curator of the Clan 
Macpherson Museum and Library, James holds a judicious balance between 
Clan Donald and Clan Pherson. In numerous contributions to the Record he 
has not yet revealed his opinion as to which is on top, but we suspect that if 
twelve of each tartan met on the Eilan in their kilts and with drawn camans, 
Mr. Mac would be shouting for his own people! 

Mr. Macdonald, who had for many years been actively associated with 
Boys’ Brigade training, has, since returning to his native village, continued 
his interest in youth by supervising and tutoring young golfers. Mrs. 
Macdonald is the only survivor of a well-known North Ayrshire family. 

CLUNY’S LAND 
Ninety villages in the strath, 

Church and homestead, croft and school 
Gentle life and a gentle rule 

Perished before the Southron’s wrath. 
Powder, steel and a flaming brand 
And the towns were ravished in Cluny’s land. 

 Six hundred men from farm and ward, 
Stalwart limb and steadfast eye 
As Bratach Uaine was carried by, 

Warrior, farmer, piper, bard - 
Slain at a butcher duke’s command, 
And the manhood perished in Cluny’s land. 
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The salmon turn from the river’s mouth, 
Trellised wires festoon the sky, 
Lochan and allt and bum run dry 

That current may flow to the greedy south.  
Starkly the steel and the concrete stand  
And power is drained from Cluny’s land. 

But scattered sons of the Highland race 
Wait for a leader to bring them back, 
To build the walls and to clear the track 

And to stand once more in their fathers’ place;  
That the ruined townships again may stand  
And the Clan come home into Cluny’s land. 

THE LOST VILLAGE –  
RUTHVEN IN BADENOCH 

Many ruins of deserted townships can be found in the glens and on the 
hillsides of Badenoch, but Ruthven is unique in that, in spite of its size and 
comparative importance, it has completely disappeared. 

 It was a village of some antiquity, being one of the few places mentioned 
by Ptolemy in his account of Britain in 140 A.D. The name is from the Gaelic 
Ruadhainn, the red place, from its ferruginous deposits. By an act of 1685 the 
name was ordered to be changed to the Burgh of St. George, and the castle to 
be St. George’s Castle, but the change was never carried out. 

As can be seen from the Plan, the bulk of the village centred round the 
crossroads, where the farmhouse and its outbuildings now stand. There are 
over thirty buildings and as late as 1900 it was still possible to trace the 
outlines, and particularly the comers, of some of the houses.  

In the eighteenth century it appears to have been a lively and prosperous 
place with its economy based on cattle. It had an excellent inn, a tolbooth or 
jail and enough legal business to support a resident notary. There was at least 
one tavern, which in those days took the place of the chemist’s shop, only 
one prescription ever being required. The tolbooth on occasion housed 
offenders if the offence merited more than a rebuke administered in church 
before the congregation. Such rebukes were earned by the holding of 
“Leickwakes” enlivened by fiddlers, or by such ‘prophanations’ of the 
Sabbath day as going fishing or gathering nuts or even of baking bannocks. 
The church also had a serious cause for complaint in the proximity of the new 
barracks, which were attracting certain dissolute unmarried women from the 
different parts of the kingdom, who followed the soldiers to the great scandal 
of religion. A Decreet had to be passed of ten pounds Scots against all 
persons that shall harbour such vagabonds, ‘which act was this day intimated 
from the pulpit, that none pretend ignorance’. 
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At Ruthven was the only important school in the whole stretch of country 
from Speymouth through Strathspey, Badenoch, and Lochaber to Lorn. One 
of its pupils was a fair-haired boy called Seumas Ban, son of Andrew 
Macpherson in Invertromie. Seumas was known to be fond of attending the 
village ceilidhs, and no one paid particular attention to him sitting round the 
peat-fire with the others, listening to the old ballads, and certainly no one 
foresaw he would use them as a basis for a book to be famous throughout 
Europe and to be translated into ten languages. He became schoolmaster of 
Ruthven for a short time, and spent some of his leisure taking down and 
translating what he could find of the old tales of Fingal and his heroes. Little 
could he himself have foreseen in those days the mansion overlooking the 
Spey which was destined for him, or his eventual burial in Westminster 
Abbey. 

Sixty men between the ages of sixteen and sixty set out from Ruthven to 
join Cluny’s Regiment in the ‘45, and the village became the rallying ground 
of the clans after Culloden. Before dispersing as ordered by the Prince, they 
burned down the Barracks as a parting shot. 

Ruthven was the headquarters of the government troops “occupying” 
Badenoch, the officer commanding living in one of the two-storey houses, 
and the troops in a barn in the village. All the time that Cluny was in hiding 
any movement of troops was reported to those in touch with him, a 
considerable factor in his success at evading capture for so long. Ensign (later 
Sir Hector) Munro was well aware of this and on one occasion when secrecy 
was essential for the success of his plan, said nothing of his intention but 
climbed out of the window of his upper room in the middle of the night, so 
that the occupants of the house did not know of his departure. He collected 
his men from the barn and the attempt was very nearly, but not quite, 
successful. The details are given in Creag Dhubh No. 10, p.5. 

The disappearance of the entire village was not due to any cataclysm of 
nature, nor was it due to a hostile attack. Economic forces alone were 
responsible. As the road on the north side of the Spey grew in importance, so 
the south road, on which Ruthven stood, declined, and the drift to the rapidly 
expanding Kingussie began. Once the houses were deserted, the facts that 
stone was valuable and the land was arable accounted for the complete 
disappearance. 

J. E. MACPHERSON 
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CLAN MACPHERSON HOUSE  
APPEAL FUND 

At last! The Mortgage is away with the wind, and I 
wish to thank all those good people who helped us to 
clear off the outstanding liability. I am not saying 
that we do not have a bank overdraft but I feel sure 
this will not last very long. 
 
There is much yet to be done in the House, which 
means there is always a need for funds. Still, I know 
I can count on Macphersons, and whatever is 
required will be forthcoming. 
 
Nearly 2,000 visitors per year come to our House, 
and Captain Macdonald, our Curator, knows how to 
make them welcome. 
 
Come along to the Rally in August and bring your 
friends. You will receive a Highland Welcome. 
 
 

 
HUGH MACPHERSON 

Chairman, Clan Macpherson House Appeal Fund 

17 West Maitland Street 

Edinburgh 12 

Tel. CAL 4008 
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CLANSMAN OF THE YEAR 
LT. COL. TOMMY MACPHERSON, M.C., T.D. 

by HON. J. GORDON MACPHERSON 
Born in Edinburgh on 4th October, 1920, Tommy comes from one of the 

most distinguished families in the Clan, and is the youngest son of Sir Stuart 
and Lady Macpherson of Speyville, Newtonmore; his three famous brothers 
are “G.P.S.” the renowned Scottish rugby player, Niall who is one of Her 
Majesty’s Ministers, and Archie who is a very prominent Edinburgh surgeon. 

He attended Edinburgh Academy from 1926-1930, and Cargilfield School 
from 1930-1934; from the latter school he won a top open scholarship to 
Fettes College (1934-1939). 

Whilst at Fettes College he was a prey to osteomyelitis and had several 
operations, nevertheless he was allowed during his last term to participate in 
the school’s sports and promptly won the mile in record time, as well as 
taking the quarter and the half-mile. 

In 1938, Tommy won the top classical scholarship to Trinity College, 
Oxford, but did not take up residence there until October 1945, owing to the 
war, which came at a very convenient time between school and university. 

Wartime Escapades 
During June 1939, although Tommy was still at school, he was 

commissioned from the O.T.C. into the 4th Camerons, and transferred to the 
new 5th battalion with the doubling of the T.A. He served with the 5th 
Camerons under Col. Alec Cattanach (originally commanding the Kincraig 
platoon) from the outbreak of war until June 1940. 

On the formation of the Commandos he transferred to No. 11 (Scottish) 
Commando, which trained mainly on the Isle of Arran, and he saw 
considerable service with them in the Middle East in 1941. 

Tommy was Adjutant of the Unit in Egypt in October 1941, and Acting 
Second-in-Command to Col. Geoffrey Keyes (who later won a posthumous 
V.C., for his part in the ‘Rommel Raid’). Tommy was sent to reconnoitre for 
this raid, landed by canoe from a submarine which failed to keep the return 
rendezvous, resulting in his capture a week later in the desert on 4th 
November, 1941. 

He was a prisoner-of-war in Italy and Germany; recaptured after an 
escape in Italy, and once again recaptured in Italy after escaping from Spittal 
in Austria and walking south across the Carniche Alpine border. He finally 
escaped from Germany to Sweden, and was flown back to the U.K., landing 
at Kinloss on 4th November, 1943. 

He joined the Special Forces, and after training, was parachuted to central 
France from Algiers in May 1944 to help build up the “Maquis” and impede 
the life and movement of the enemy. He witnessed the joining of the French 
and American forces from northern and southern landings in eastern France 
in September - left for Italy at the end of that month after a successful 
campaign which included in its later stages the surrender of over 20,000 
Germans with their commanders. 
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Parachuted into northern Italy on a similar mission in October 1944, he 
served there until V.E. Day when British troops arrived in the area. He 
remained to control the ‘partisans’ until their demobilisation, and was later 
asked to be an adviser to the Italo-Yugoglav Boundary Commission. 

Tommy won the M.C. for his part in the fighting in Syria, and also 
received two bars - one in France and the other in Italy. He has an assortment 
of other medals, e.g.,Croix de Guerre, and Legion of Honour, as well as other 
foreign awards. 

Sporting Achievements 
Upon demobilisation, he went up to Oxford University in October 1945. 

During the next two years, Tommy played rugby football and hockey 
regularly for the University without getting a ‘Blue, however he obtained one 
in 1947 when he ran cross-country for Oxford against Cambridge. He also 
obtained an athletics ‘Blue’ in 1946 and 1947 and during both these years 
Tommy won the mile in the Scotland v England Universities International. 
He also represented Great Britain in the World Student Games in 1947, and 
won international colours for Scotland in the same year. 

Although from the foregoing it might appear as though Tommy spent 
most of his time on the sports field, this was not so as - he took first class 
honours in “Modern Greats” (philosophy, politics, and economics). 

During 1945-1955, Tommy played rugby regularly for the London 
Scottish. 

Post-University 
He joined William Mallinson & Sons Limited of London as a trainee in 

October 1947, and became, successively, sales manager, director and 
assistant managing director. 

He rejoined the T.A. when it was reformed in 1948 as attached Instructor 
to the Special Air Services in London until 1953. Recalled in 1960, he took 
over the command of 1st battalion the London Scottish, who camped last 
year in Inverness, and marched through the Lairig Ghru from Ballater to 
Aviemore and through the Corrieyarrick (by night) from Laggan Bridge to 
Fort Augustus. 

Married in September 1953 in Edinburgh to Jean Butler Wilson, whose 
father hailed from Fife, he has one son, Angus (born 1958) and one daughter, 
Isabel (born 1960). [another son, Duncan came along later - RM.] 

Tommy received the freedom of the City of London in the Dyers Livery 
Company 1951. Member of the British Olympic and Empire Games Appeal 
Committees; Chairman of the Achilles Club; member of the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs. 

Tommy, like all the members of his family, has taken an active and most 
interested part in our Clan Macpherson Association. He has always been a 
loyal supporter of the English Branch was its Secretary for approximately 
five years. 

Hobbies 
Fishing, shooting; stalking, bagpiping; travel and reading. 
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THE 1963 RALLY 
The 1963 Rally will take place during the third weekend of August, 

commencing with a Highland Ball in the Duke of Gordon Hotel, Kingussie, 
on the evening of August 16th. The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
the morning of the 17th, in the Newtonmore Hall. Details of activities 
arranged for the Saturday afternoon will be given later, with the official 
notification. On Saturday evening, August 17th, an informal ceilidh will be 
held in the Newtonmore Drill Hall. The Rally will close, as usual, with a 
church service at which it is hoped that a Macpherson minister will preach on 
the morning of the 18th.  

Reprinted with permission from THE BADENOCH RECORD 
THE ANNUAL RALLY 

The 1962 Rally of the Clan Macpherson Association opened well, when 
more than eighty members and their guests attended the Ball and Dinner at 
the Duke of Gordon Hotel, Kingussie. More might undoubtedly have been 
present but for the coincidence of counter-attractions ‘in Newtonmore, which 
occupied many in the village who would otherwise have attended. Dancing 
was to music supplied by Ken Mackintosh and his band, resplendent in 
jackets of red Macpherson tartan, and included several reels and other 
Scottish dances together with modem ballroom dancing. A notable feature 
was that no fewer than three sets were composed for an exacting foursome 
reel, piped by Hugh Macpherson, which was performed to applause from the 
gathering. 

Association Flourishing 
The annual general meeting in the Newtonmore Village Hall was well 

attended, and a special welcome was extended to members from Canada and 
from the United States. These included Mr. Lloyd Macpherson, the chairman 
of the Canadian Branch of the Association. Reports from the chairman, the 
treasurer and the Registrar all showed that the Association is in a healthy 
state both as regards the strength of its membership and its finances. Loud 
clapping greeted the announcement that arrangements had been completed 
whereby, at last, the title deeds of the Clan House have now, finally, been 
handed over to the Association. A notable feature of the reports. was that 
from the Curator of the Clan House which showed that an ever-increasing 
number of visitors is being attracted to Newtonmore, from all over the world, 
by the Museum, which has welcomed more sight-seers this year than ever 
before, and this in spite of reports that fewer tourists have been coming to the 
Highlands, generally, than in previous years. 

Visits of Interest 
On the Saturday afternoon, in perfect weather, a party of enthusiasts 

climbed the steep and narrow ascent to Cluny’s Cave on Creag Dhubh and 
were accompanied by Ian Pearson, secretary of the English Branch of the. 
Association, with his pipes. Another, and large party, travelled by: coach to 
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Kinloch Laggan to visit St. Kenneth’s Chapel, with. its historical memories 
and its close connection with the Macphersons of Strathmashie. Calls were 
made at various points of Clan interest on the way, and, after tea in the Dr. 
MacDonald Memorial Hall at Laggan, return was made through Glentruim. 

Enjoyable Ceilidh 
The Ceihdh, this year in the Lodge Hotel, Newtonmore, attracted more 

people than ever before. Nearly 150 guests were present and, as Hugh 
Macpherson, the fear an tigh, discovered, they hailed from no fewer than 
eight different countries. It was generally agreed that the Ceilidh was one of 
the most delightful and enjoyable that has ever been held under the auspices 
of the Association. The singing, both in Gaelic and English, the story-telling, 
the reminiscences and the dancing -mostly contributed by members of the 
Badenoch Branch - were enthusiastically received and vigorously applauded. 

The Rally closed, as usual with a church service. This year the service 
was held in Laggan Church where so many Chiefs and members of the Clan 
have worshipped in times past. This, too, was well attended, and the 
unaccompanied singing of the Psalms and hymns provided a grandly 
devotional end to a most memorable weekend. 

EXCURSION DURING THE RALLY 
by LLOYD C. MACPHERSON, Canada 

On the Saturday afternoon of the Rally weekend, some fifty members 
travelled by coach along the Spey valley from Kingussie to Kinloch Laggan, 
the tour being conducted by Capt. J. H. Macpherson who led the way in his 
Land Rover. 
The first stop was in Newtonmore where the party was completed by those 
who met us in front of the Clan House. Thence we proceeded to Laggan 
Bridge, making halts at points where items of particular Interest to the Clan 
could be seen. The road passes by several old burying grounds and the sites 
of old chapels, where Macpherson ancestors take their long rest. At the foot 
of Creag Dhubh, beside Lochan Uvie, the party split into two groups. One 
group, led by the Chairman, climbed to Cluny’s Cave. The remainder 
continued their journey past Cluny Castle, past the burying ground of the 
Chiefs, past Laggan Church with its historic connections with the Clan, and 
thence up the Strathmashie road with a view of the prehistoric fort of Dun-
dà-lamh (Hillfort of the Two Hands) perched on its spur and effectively 
covering the two approaches to Strathspey. At all these places halts were 
made, whilst our conductor explained their Clan associations. 

We made a further stop at the Falls of Pattack, where the combination of 
clear and, at the same time brown water made a most interesting and pleasing 
combination to one from another country. 

The high point of the excursion was the visit to the ruined chapel and 
burial ground of St. Kenneth at Kinloch Laggan. At this spot, beside the 
remains of one of the oldest churches in Scotland, we found many of the 
older Macpherson tombstones. In one corner of the chapel is the lair of the 
Lairds of Strathmashie which is one of the oldest, of the Macpherson 
families, descended, according to Sir Aeneas Macpherson’s genealogy, from 
a younger son of the Parson of Kingussie. 



  

  
Ruthven from a Royal Engineer’s Map of the 18th Century 

 
 



 

 

Lt Colonel T. S. Macpherson, M.C., T.D. 
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The return trip brought us to the Village Hall at Laggan, where a welcome 
cup of tea awaited us. A final side-excursion brought us to that stone on the 
Glentruim road which the A.A. Handbook locates as the geographical centre 
of Scotland. 

Excursions such as this form an important part of the Clan Rallies, for 
they serve to show visitors some of the places held in our Clan’s memories, 
and they serve, too, to remind those more familiar with them of the vital 
history tied up in everyday places. 

CLUNY’S “WATCH” 
THE BADENOCH CONTRACT 

No. 12 of Creag Dhubh (1960) on pages 18-22 and 27 contained a 
description of the scheme planned and operated by Ewen Macpherson, 
younger of Cluny, immediately prior to the ‘45 Rising for policing the 
eastern Highlands, with a view to putting an end to the activities of cattle 
thieves. The form of Contract entered into, between Cluny and groups of 
proprietors of land in different areas involved was set forth, and particulars 
were also given of legal proceedings taken by Cluny in one instance to 
recover his outlays from the offenders. The Contract with the Heritors of the 
Braes of Angus was then chosen to be printed in full, being the most easily 
deciphered of the Contracts in the Cluny Papers. There is, however, among 
these papers a Contract with Heritors in Badenoch which is of more direct 
interest to our members, and as the elucidation of this document has now 
reached a stage when reproduction may be worthwhile, the writer feels that 
the contents so far as particularly referring to Badenoch should be recorded. 
As the general terms of these Contracts for the respective areas involved are 
the same mutatis mutandis it is unnecessary to repeat the Badenoch Contract 
in full, but the names of the parties and the situation of the outposts of the 
Watch for the protection of the Clan Country may usefully be recorded. 

It is provided in the Contract that losses suffered shall be reported within 
forty-eight hours to the outposts of the Watch at the following points: 

On the North of the Spey below Dalnashalg (in Glen Banchor) at the 
Toun of Dalnashalg; 
On the North of the Spey, above Dalnashalg: at Garvamore; 
On the South of the Spey below Ruthven: prior to Michaelmas (29th 
September) at the Sheal Cruibh (which must be in the neighbourhood of 
Allt na Craoibhe situated below Loch an Duin at the top of Gaick Forest): 
and after Michaelmas, at Lynaberach (in Glentromie, below Gaick); 
On the South of the Spey above Ruthven, at Dalchunnie (Dalwhinnie); 
at which points one or more of the Watch will be stationed to receive 
information. 
It may be noted that these points cover the principal routes in and out of 

Badenoch except down the Spey itself, viz.: Glen Banchor, Corrieyarrick, 
Gaick and Drumochter, respectively. The routes connected with Deeside 
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were covered in the Contract dealing with that area. It will be noted that 
during the Winter - the Contract running from Whitsunday (15th May) to 
Whitsunday - the outpost at Gaick was withdrawn from Gaick into 
Glentromie for obvious reasons. 

It may be noted that these points cover the principal routes in and out of 
Badenoch except down the Spey itself, viz.: Glen Banchor, Corrieyarrick, 
Gaick and Drumochter, respectively. The routes connected with Deeside 
were covered in the Contract dealing with that area. It will be noted that 
during the Winter - the Contract running from Whitsunday (15th May) to 
Whitsunday - the outpost at Gaick was withdrawn from Gaick into 
Glentromie for obvious reasons. 

The parties to the Contract described as “feuars, wadsetters and 
tacksmen”, with their respective assessments in Scots money and the dates of 
signature were: 
At Ruthven 
27th August 
   1744  James Grant of Rothiemurchus............................... £37  10 0 
 “  Thomas Fraser of Gortuleg, for 3 Pleughs  
  of Ruthven ............................................................. £18 15 0  
  “ George Macpherson brother to Invereshie,  
  for 4 Davochs and 1 aughterpart of land............... £103 2 6 
 “ Angus Shaw, for the Davoch lands of  
  Delnafour and lower Dunachton............................. £34 8 6
 “ James Macpherson of Killihuntly, for 1Davoch ..........  
  and 3/4 and 1 Auchterpart....................................... £46 17 6 
 “  Mackintosh of Balnespick, for ¾ of a Davoch,  
  ½ Davoch of Kincraig, ¼ of Dunachton and ½  
  Aughterpart of Park ................................................ £39 1 10  
 “ John Macpherson  of Banchor, for 1 Davoch of  
  Banchor and that of Lynbuilg ................................. £50 0 0  
  “  J. Macpherson of Invernahavon, for his ¼ land....... £6 5 0  
  “  John Shaw for 1 Davoch of Kinrara and Croft of  
  Kinakyle.................................................................. £25 0 0  
  “  Donald Macpherson of Cullinline, for 3 Pleughs  
  of Noidmore, 1 Davoch of Ballochroan, ½ Davoch  
  of Kingussiemore and 1 Pleugh of Glengynach ..... £62 10 0  
  “  Lewis Macpherson, for Wester Lynwilg ................ £12 10 0  
  “  Ewan Macpherson of Ralia, for Ploughlands of  
  Ralia.......................................................................... £6 5  0  
 “  Donald Mackintosh of Gergask, for the Davoch of  
  Gaskmore and ½ Davoch of Gergask .................... £37 10 0  
  “  William McIntosh of Crathiemore, for the Davoch  
  lands of Crathiemore............................................... £25 0 0  
 “  John Macpherson  of Pitchirn, for the Davoch of  
  Pitchirn.................................................................... £25 0 0  
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 “  Donald Macpherson, for Ploughlands of Kinloch  
  and Blaragie ............................................................. £6 5 0  
  “  John Macpherson  of Strathmashie, for the 3  
  Ploughlands of Strathmashie and others ................. £18 15 0  
 At Etterish 
7th September 
 1744 Donald Macpherson of Phoness, for the Pleugh of  
  Phoness and ½ Davoch of Dellanoch................... £18 15 0  
 “ John Macpherson  of Etterish, for the ½ Davoch of  
  Etterish ................................................................. £12 10 0  
 “ John Macpherson  of Garvamore, for the  
  ½ Davoch of Garvamore...................................... £12 10 0  
8th September 
 1744 Patrick Gordon of Gordonhaugh, for 1 Davoch  
  of Strone and Glenbanchor .................................. £25 0 0 
 “ Findlay Macpherson, for the Davoch of  
  Biallidmore and Corronach.................................. £25 0 0 
 “ Donald Macpherson of Clune, for the Davoch  
  of Clune and DaInashalg...................................... £25 0 0  

A. F. MACPHERSON  

A FORGOTTEN MACPHERSON SCHOLAR 
No small part of the Clan’s reputation rests on the life and works of 

individuals who have not sought public recognition, but who have lived 
quietly and gently, contributing to the life of the community in which they 
lived. They have died as modestly as they lived and have left Scotland the 
richer by their unsung achievements. 

One such Clansman was Donald Macpherson, a native of Bohuntin, in 
Lochaber, who died in 1879 after a short life spent in the service of the Gael. 

Early in his life, Donald Macpherson came into close contact with James 
Munro of Kilmonivaig, a well-known Gaelic scholar and author of a Gaelic 
grammar which, even today, remains as a standard work. It was Munro’s 
influence which turned him to philology and scholarship, and which caused 
him to give up his earlier ambition to become a priest in the Roman Catholic 
Church; though, throughout his life, he remained a devout Catholic.  

Having spent his boyhood in a district where Gaelic was still in general 
use, and where it was spoken with great fulness and purity, he was fitted to 
use it in a way which a contemporary of his described as being with a power 
and a richness that few could wield. His education at the feet of Munro, 
added a definiteness and exactness to his consideration of the language, of its 
history and its structure. From Munro, too, he obtained a classical education 
which he later developed for himself, so that he was able to bring to his 
researches a rich knowledge of comparative Greek, Latin, French and 
German literature, as well as those of England and Scotland. 
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As quite a young man, Donald was appointed one of the Librarians of the 
Faculty of Advocates, and his position enabled him to give close attention to 
his: researches into Celtic and antiquarian subjects and he made a very full 
use of the facilities that were there afforded to him. 

That his name is not better known is due to his profound modesty. He was 
so shy and sensitive that he refused to allow any public mention of his work, 
and he seldom permitted his name to be affixed to his writings. Amongst his 
published works, however, it has been possible to trace a considerable body 
of literature. An Dunaire was a collection of hitherto unpublished Gaelic 
songs. He produced a Gaelic translation of a Catholic Prayer-book and 
Catechism, a complete edition of Mac Mhaighstir Alasdair’s poems, a Gaelic 
almanac called Am Feilleire, and, only a year before his early death, he had 
produced the first part of a new and authoritative Gaelic Grammar. 

He had been a close collaborator with J. F. Campbell, the collector of the 
classic Popular Tales of the West Highlands and had advised and assisted 
him in his preparation of his Leabhar na Feinne. He was assistant editor - and 
some say more than that - of the Gaelic translation of the New Testament. He 
worked with Jerram in producing his Sean Dana, he edited and wrote much 
of The Gael - a magazine which flourished in the middle of the last century. 
His last work, before his death, was the preparation of material for a 
complete edition of the works of Iain Lom, the bard of Lochaber. 

He suffered throughout his life from grave rheumatic complaints and was 
often in desperate pain, though it is recorded that he was never known to 
allow his personal distress to be apparent to his friends, but that he was 
always a source of happiness and of comfort to all who came into contact 
with him. It was, however, a heart complaint, brought on by his rheumatic 
condition, which finally killed him. He was found dead in his bed one June 
morning, in Edinburgh. 

This untimely decease prevented him from achieving one of his life’s 
ambitions, which had been to pursue his Gaelic researches actually in the 
Highlands. He had, only a few days before, been offered the post of professor 
of the Gaelic language at Saint Benedict’s Monastery and College in Fort 
Augustus. One can only guess at the richness that this post would have 
brought to his further work had he been allowed to take it up. 

Donald Macpherson died as he had lived, quietly and alone. He had never 
been the centre of any particular group of people and his intimate friends 
were few. He would have been amazed if he had known of the great numbers 
who were to mourn his passing, for his influence had been wide and his 
kindnesses many. His fame was small outside the scholastic circles in which 
he moved, but Gaeldom - and, indeed, all Scotland - suffered a grave and 
almost irreparable loss in his untimely passing. His body was finally brought 
home to his native countryside, and he lies in the midst of his beloved Braes 
of Lochaber. 

Gentle, unassuming, brilliant scholar and great patriot of the Gael - his 
Clan will do well to remember him and to profit by the remembrance. 
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TRACING OUR ANCESTORS  
by DR. CLUNY MACPHERSON (Newfoundland) 

Fellow Clansmen, here’s a bit of advice to you. If ever you get a chance 
or can make a chance to trace back some of the traditions and stories, tales 
that are told in the family circle about our ancestors - especially those who 
came from Scotland, take that chance with both hands. I am not talking about 
skeletons in the cupboard - leave them alone - but the kind of family tales 
about former members of the family, .1 mean. If you ever get a chance, 
follow it up. 

I was for years watching a chance and in 1959, after I had been up at 
Newtonmore to the Clan Gathering, I had to get back to Edinburgh a little 
early for the service in St. Giles which opened another very big Clan 
Gathering - that of the [British Medical Association and Canadian Medical 
Associations] joint meeting in Edinburgh that year and I did not want to miss 
the Sunday afternoon service in St. Giles. An interesting point in passing is 
that the *B.M.A. & C.M.A. met together for the first time (and the first time 
the B.M.A. ever met outside of the British Isles) in Montreal in 1897. I was a 
student at McGill University at that time and was present. It so happens that 
no one was at this 1959 Gathering who had been at the 1897 and I was able 
to tell them about some of the speeches I heard there and so on. Anyhow they 
dubbed me “The sole survivor of the ‘97”. 

The Meetings over I finished on Friday evening but I had to wait till 
Thursday for B.O.A.C. flight home from Prestwick. So I carried out what I 
had so many years wanted to do. I went to Greenock and followed up what 
little knowledge I had of my forebears who had come from there. I knew that 
my great-grandfather Peter Macpherson had been baptised in the Old West 
Kirk. I had a certified copy of the entry in the parish register among old 
family papers. So I wanted to see the Old West Kirk. From old papers also I 
knew that my great-greatgrandfather carried on business on the comer of 
Shaw and Cross Shore Streets and wished to see that and stand on the spot. 
So when I booked in at the Hotel I asked the clerk at the desk if she could 
direct me to Old West Kirk.  “Oh”, she said, “I go to the West Kirk, but I 
think they call it New West Kirk.”  “Well”, I said, “Did it take its name from 
the Old West Kirk or what is it? It is the Old West Kirk I am looking for.” A 
voice behind the screen said, “Jenny, there’s a New Old West Kirk.” Well, 
she didn’t know anything about that and ultimately they sent me off to the 
Curator of the Museum which they assured me would be open even though it 
was Saturday afternoon. So I went over and saw Mr. Walker and told him my 
puzzle. He said, “I’m afraid in a way you’re going to be disappointed because 
the Old West Kirk has been moved and Cross Shore Street & Shaw Street 
have been demolished and the land enclosed in the Admiralty Yard.” He then 

                                                           
* British Medical Association and Canadian Medical ASssociation  
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brought out some books and told me something about the transfer of the Old 
West Kirk. 

The Old West Kirk was the last Church which was built under charter of 
James VI before he became James I of England, when Johnn Schaw of 
Grinok, a member of early General Assemblies, but influenced rather by John 
Knox than by Mary Queen of Scots and James VI interested himself in 
getting a Kirk built. In 1589 when James VI was about to set out for Norway 
[actually she was Ann of Denmark - RM.] to fetch his bride - who, it is 
interesting to remember, was to become the mother of unhappy Charles I - he 
granted a charter authorising him to build a church and manse, and to set 
apart a graveyard, on his estates of Greenock. The King, it states, was “movit 
with the ernest zeill and grite affection our lovit Johnne: schaw of grenok hes 
ay had to goddis glorie and propogatioun of the trew religion.” The church 
was to be provided so that the “puir pepill”, who were “all fischers and of a 
ressounable nowmer, duelland four myles fra their parroche kirk, and having 
ane greit river to pas over to the samyn, may haif ane ease in winter 
seasoun.” The charter is dated Halyruidhous, 18th November, 1589. The 
founding of the Old West Kirk therefore takes us back to the time when 
Scotland had her own King and Court, and when Elizabeth reigned in 
England.  

Of course, Greenock grew up and the great shipbuilding firms began 
building their vessels there and as the vessels grew larger and larger the yard 
space was proportionately smaller and smaller and of late years the 
shipbuilding firm of Caird tried to bargain with the elders of Old West Kirk 
to sell them the land and move the Church. Well, I don’t need to hint to Scots 
readers that it probably was a lengthy job to persuade them to do such a thing 
but gradually by 1924 when the gantries were in over the Kirk and the prows 
right up to the wall, they consented and the terms of the agreement were that 
a suitable plot of land be found up in the town proper and that everything be 
moved to rebuild just as it was. Finally that was done. The shipbuilding yard 
got the land which was approved. They built a stone wall around it 
incorporating the headstones from the old churchyard - all except two, and 
these two they took up to the main cemetery. 

They were Highland Mary and her uncle, Peter Macpherson. As the tale 
goes, they died together in a smallpox epidemic and were buried in the same 
“lair”. Scots and Bums admirers in America had erected this large stone over 
Highland Mary’s tomb, and it and Peter Macpherson’s little stone were 
removed to the main cemetery and their bones laid under there. The others 
incorporated in the Wall, as I said, and the bones removed to the new 
location. The shipbuilders then (Harland & Wolfe, I think, now) built a 
Parish Hall and when it was ready for occupation the Old West Kirk was 
formally closed, 15th February, 1925, and the congregation started to 
worship in the new Parish Hall. Then the old building was carefully taken 
down, every window - and there are several beautiful ones there, some by 
Burne-Jones - taken carefully out; the stones all numbered; they were in 
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pretty bad condition and as the New Auld West Kirk was built, of course, 
new stones were incorporated wherever necessary and the old ones squared 
to make up for the ravages of time. A beautiful new Church has been built on 
exactly the pattern of the old and that pattern is quite out of the ordinary. I 
had better not launch on that story.  

I thanked the Curator of the Museum and he further was good enough to 
ring up a friend of his who was an Elder - not in the Auld West Kirk but in 
another - and who had a car; he agreed to take me to the service in the 
morning - called for me at the hotel. 

And so, I went to church on Sunday morning in the New Auld West Kirk 
and heard a splendid sermon. The regular minister was on holiday; another 
church and the New Auld West Kirk had combined for Sunday services 
during the holiday period. Afterwards an elder took me around the church 
and showed me all the old treasures there. The Baptismal Font, I take it, was 
the same one from which my greatgrandfather was baptised. The pulpit was 
the most beautiful one I have ever seen being dark oak and carved in high 
relief of the symbols of the four Evangelists, one on each panel - another 
panel being taken by the door and the sixth panel was taken by the Agnus 
Dei. He showed me some things also from the Old West Kirk like its keys but 
they were very sorry they could not show me the (Penitent Stool), because it 
was away on loan to an exhibition at the moment. The elder gave me a copy 
of a history of the Church for the last 50 years. He told me there was a 
previous history from the very beginning to 1900 but it was out of print. 
However, this one, of course, told of all the story of the moving which only 
took place in 1925. Registers, of course, had been removed to Register House 
in Edinburgh so I could not see them. 

 
That was pretty satisfying in itself including after church a drive down to 

one little bit of Cross Shore Street that was still left. 
A baby had been baptised during the service and I noted her name and 

when I came back to St. John’s I sent over a little mug as a sort of memento 
for the baby to the regular Pastor to be passed to the child’s parents. He 
rewarded me for that by a little later sending me one of the out-of-print 
earlier history which gave me the history, with the one I already had, from 
the very beginning right up to date. A most generous gesture for which I am 
most deeply grateful. 

Next year came a letter from the Curator of the Museum. He told me that 
he had been asked to visit a very old lady who was going over a pile of old 
photographs to see if there were anything of interest to the Museum. He 
caught sight there of a faded photograph of Cross Shore Street at Shaw Street 
and he sent it to me saying it was probably the last in existence. A local artist 
here had reproduced it as a delightful watercolour, retaining the atmosphere 
of the town wonderfully and I can spot which was my great-grandfather’s 
shop because I know that he dealt in ship’s wares, ship’s chandler, and had 
been Captain and there over the door was a flagpole set in an old life-belt and 
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something that looks like a sextant too. So that would be his shop. It is 
something to have on one’s wall - a picture you can point to and say “That is 
my great-great-grandfather’s premises in Scotland in the 1700’s.” 

Nor did the kindness stop there, for just last year the Pastor, Rev. John 
Morrison, sent me an old proof engraving of the Auld West Kirk. It must 
have been done shortly before the move, because the gantries of the shipyard 
are right in over the church and the prow of a ship in building with the 
scaffolding about it can be seen right close up to the wall of the church. 

Is it any wonder then that I should urge any readers - if they possibly have 
a chance or can make a chance - to follow up the old stories of our ancestors 
that have come down to us. I’m afraid many stories have been dropped by the 
way and the present generation seems to know little and care less about 
history, especially family history. 

In closing may I say how much I appreciated the kindly interest taken in 
my quest and the great courtesy shown me by the folk at Greenock. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
AUTHOR WANTED 

From the Editor, CLAN CHATTAN 
(Extract) “...The National Library, Acton, had an enquiry from a London paper. 

Grief of heart, heart of grief, 
Fallen is the Highland Chief, 
Fallen like an autumn leaf 
is Clan Chattan’s glory. 

Do you know where it comes from? Pre-’45, as Clan Chattan’s Chief then kept his 
glory to himself.” 
Can any reader of Creag Dhubh give the context of this quotation, please? - Ed. 

CLAN GENEALOGY 
From Brigadier Alan Macpherson of Blairgowrie 

SIR, 
Reference the letter from the genealogist-in-chief, the table compiled by my 

grandfather (a copy of which is at Newtonmore) confirms the fact that Seumas Ban was the 
grandson of William of Nuid (and a cousin of my great-great-grandfather, Allan of 
Blairgowrie). His father, Andrew in Invertromie, was (as shown) a brother of William the 
Purser. We have no mention of Ewan, but it is probable that he was the father of Helen. 

Yours, etc., 
 ALAN MACPHERSON.  

Newton of Blairgowrie, Perthshire. 

From Lt. Col. A. K. Macpherson of Pitmain, M. V. 0. 
SIR, 

May I correct a small error that appeared in the No. 14 issue of Creag Dhubh? 
In my notes on the fact that the Culdee clergy married: Queen Margaret, wife of 

Malcolm III (Cean Mor) is shown as having founded Culdee communities at Loch Leven, 
Dunkeld, etc. This is a misprint for “found”, not “founded”. Margaret, of course, was a 
Roman Catholic Saxon Princess, Hungarian on her mother’s side. 

The Culdee communities were found by her at the end of the 11th century and allowed 
to remain on under certain conditions. 

Yours, etc., 
A. K. MACPHERSON of Pitmain. 

Pentland Hills Hotel, Camus Avenue, Edinburgh, 10 
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A BADENOCH BIBLIOGRAPHY 
SIR, 

Can you, or any Member of the Clan, please tell me of books which deal with 
Badenoch in general and with the Clan territory in particular? I will be very grateful for 
any information that you can give me. 

Yours, etc., 
NOEL MACP. HARVEY-WEBB. 

60 Wonford Road, Exeter. 
EDITOR’s NOTE: 

The following is a list of books, necessarily incomplete, dealing with Badenoch.This 
subject is one which is of great importance to Clansmen and others who are interested in 
historical and geographical research, and any additions to the list will be very welcome - 

The Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness. 
Transactions of the Inverness Scientific Society and Field Club. 
Romantic Strathspey. (1956). James Alan Rennie. 
The Secret of Spey. (1930). Wendy Wood. 
British Regional Geology; The Grampian Highlands. (1948). H. H. Read, revised by 
A. G. MacGregor. 
Geological Survey Memoir; Upper Strathspey. (1913). L. W. Hinxman. 
Natural History in the Highlands and Islands. (1947). F. Fraser Darling. 
The Land of Britain. Parts 9-12. (1944). C. J. Hunt. 
Scottish Land Names. H. Maxwell. 
The Drove Roads of Scotland. Haldane. 
In the High Grampians. (1948). R. Perry. 
By Loch and River. T. Sinton. 
The Spey Valley. S.G.M. Vol. 17. (1901). L. W. Hinxman. 
The Kingussie District. S.G.M. Vol. 22. (1906). M. Newbigin. 
Some Scottish River Captures Re-examined. S.G.M. Vol. 65. (1949). D. L. Linton. 
Problems of Scottish Scenery. S.G.M. Vol. 67. (1951). D. L. Linton. 
Old Statistical Account. (1794). Vol. 13., Rev. John Gordon, Rev. J. Anderson, Rev. 
James Grant. 
New Statistical Account. (1845). Vol. 14. Rev. John MacDonald, Rev. G. Shepherd, 
Rev. D. Cameron.  
Third Statistical Account. (1952). (Unpubl). Parish of Laggan. Rev. T. J. Titterington. 
Memoirs of a Highland Lady. (1899). Elizabeth Grant of Rothiemurchus. 

THE TARTAN 
From Lloyd C. MacPherson, Chairman of the Canadian Branch 

SIR, 
In his book, The Romantic Story of the Highland Garb and the Tartan, J. G. MacKay 

speaks of Royal honours given to clans and makes the following statement: 
“At another time a MacPherson rescued the king from a similar danger and, as a 

distinction for the act, the king conferred upon him the privilege of blending the Royal 
Stewart tartan with that of the MacPherson, which can be easily distinguished in the Clan 
tartan.” 

The red Macpherson tartan certainly has a degree of resemblance to that of the Royal 
Stewart. Can any of your readers add any information to this? 

Yours, etc., 
L. C. MACPHERSON. 

St. Andrew’s College, Aurora, Ontario. 
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SEVENTEENTH CENTURY TRANSPORTATIONS 
by JOHN DOUGLAS GILLESPIE (U.S.A.) 

(NOTE: Montrose landed in the spring of 1650 and was defeated by Strachan 
under Leslie at Carbisdale, in Sutherland. In June of the same year, King Charles II 
landed at the mouth of the Spey and commenced the campaign which was to end so 
disastrously at Dunbar. After this battle Cromwell transported 5,000 of the Scots 
army, half-starved, to New England and the remaining 5,000 were allowed to return 
home. It would appear that the Clansmen mentioned in this article might be prisoners 
from either Carbisdale or from Dunbar. - Editor). 

The following extract is taken from The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register Vol. 1 (1847): 

London, this 11th of November, 1651 
Mr. Thomas Kemble: 

We, whose names are under writt, freighters of the shipp, John and 
Sarah, whereof its Commander, John Greene, doe consign the said shipp 
and servants to the disposal of by yow for our best advantage and 
account, and the whole proceed of the voyage, retourne in a jojnct stock 
without any division of any goods in such goods as you conceive will 
turne best to account in the Barbadoes and consigne(e) to Mr. Charles 
Rich of the forsaid accott. and wt. other pay yow meete with fit for this 
place sent hither and take the advise and assistance of Capt. Jno. Greene 
in disposall of the servants despatch of the shipp or wt. else God’s 
blessing on the same not doubting on your best care and dilligence, 
Remains: Signatum et Recognitum in p. ncjna. 

Jo. Nottock, Notarius Publ. 
Your loving friends, Jo. Beex 

Robt. Rich 
William Greene. 

Entered and recorded at the Instant Request of the said Mr. Thos. Kemble, 
Edward Rawson, Recorders, 13th May, 1652. 

 
London, this 11th of November, 1651 

Capt. Jno:Greene. 
 We whose names are vnder written, freighters of your shippe, the John 

and Sarah, doe order yow forthwith as winde and weather shall permitt to 
seth and sajle for Boston in New England and deliver our goods and servants 
to Tho:Kemble of (Ch)arlestown to be disposed of by him according to the 
orders wee have sent him in our behalfe and wee desire yow to advise qith 
the sajd Kemble about all that may concern the whole intended vojage, vsing 
your Jndeavors with the sajd Kemble for the speediest landing your shippe 
from New Eng: to the (Ba)rbadoes with provisions and such other things as 
are in N.E. fit for the West Jndies where yow are to deliver to Mr. Chas. Rich 
to be disposed by him for the Joinct account for the freighters and so to be 
retourned home in stock and vndevided thus desiring your care and industrjne 
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in despatch and the speed of the vojage and wishing you a happy and safe 
retourne we remajne your loving friends 

Signitum et Recognitum: John Beex, Robt. Rich, 
Will. Greene in pncia: John Nottock, Notar. Pub].  

13 May 1652 
Follows a list of no fewer than 149 passengers “of whom the great 

majority bear Highland names and include: - 

Origlais Mackfarson and 
. . . . . . . Mackfarson. 

 There is also a James “Farfarson”, which may be a mis-spelling of 
Macpherson, or is possibly intended for Farquharson. 

Other Macphersons may have been amongst the transportees, for many 
names are illegible. Two Grants, James and John, are included in the list, so 
the Macphersons were not the only men from the Spey Valley aboard the 
John and Sarah. 

REVIEWS 
GLENFINNAN TO CULLODEN 

 Batsford have added to their British Battles series of books with a production that 
cannot fail to be of the greatest interest to all of Highland descent. Battles of the ‘45 by 
Katherine Thomasson and Francis Buist must not be neglected by those who wish to 
correct the perspective of the view of the events of 1745-46. There is no doubt that this 
book will make many of its Highland readers very angry indeed, for the writers’ bias is 
towards the Hanoverian side. It is none the worse for that - it is time that we were given 
some counterbalance to the turgid outpourings of sentimentalised rubbish which, so often, 
come from modern writers on the period. In this regard, it makes for a certain amount of 
difficulty, in first reading, to realise that the authors, when speaking of “the royal army”, 
refer exclusively to the government forces and not to those of the Prince. 

A brave attempt to reverse the usual judgment on General Cope is interesting, but is 
hardly successful. One feels that a General who expects to direct a major battle in the 
morning but who orders that he be woken all through the preceding night to receive 
detailed reports from all patrols - which is what Cope did before Prestonpans - hardly 
deserves to be sufficiently alert to fight better than did the luckless General on that 
occasion. What, too, are we to judge from the fact that he had been in command in 
Scotland for a full year and was, apparently, satisfied with his artillery strength which 
consisted of “one old man ... and three invalids.” In spite of the writers’ efforts to raise his 
reputation, the uneasy conclusion is left that Cope owed his position not to skill in matters 
military but rather to the fact that he was “easy, well-bred and affable” qualities, for 
promotion which, one suspects, appeal even now to Whitehall !  

The campaign is followed through in detail, is admirably and clearly described and 
excellently illustrated. The squabbles and distrust which prevailed amongst the Jacobite 
leaders are well explained, with Lord George Murray shown as the man who might well 
have turned the result, had he not been distrusted by his Prince, and with O’Sullivan of the 
glib tongue and plausible manner shown to be the villain of the piece. One would like, 
perhaps, to have seen more blame laid at the feet of the thousands of English Jacobites who 
limited their help to drinking loyal toasts, to promises which were not. fulfilled and to 
sitting at home to see which way the cat would jump. And how often has the whole course 
of Scottish history been altered by these two circumstances - dispute amongst the Scots and 
lack of faith from the English ! 
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For those who, in accordance with sentimental writings of the last century and of 
modem times, like to think of the last Jacobite rising as being an unanimous expression of 
Scottish support for the Stuart cause, the authors add a chastening note. Of Cumberland’s 
fifteen regiments, no fewer than three regular units were Scottish regiments, and these were 
still further reinforced by Lord Loudon’s regiment and by the Argyll militia. There is a 
lesson here for all Scotsmen. Scotland’s history did not finish with the Treaty of Union, nor 
with the ‘Forty-Five. It continues still, but the country’s voice will never be heard 
effectively until Scotsmen learn to speak together and to pull in one direction. Division has 
been Scotland’s curse for too many centuries. 

THE SCOTTISH SOLDIER 
 A history of the Scot as a soldier, brought up-to-date, is very much needed. In 

Scotland the Brave, John Laffin an Australian journalist, has attempted to fill the need. If 
his intention in writing this book was to supply an authentic history of the fighting Scot, 
then he has failed. The book is far too discursive and too full of anecdote to be considered 
seriously as history. The author is, however, a journalist. As a piece of journalism his book 
has a definite place and everyone who enjoys his reading in brief snibbets and stories will 
welcome this book, which will surely find a further place on the shelves of those who 
propose to speak at regimental dinners or at the meetings of patriotic Scottish societies. 
Gleanings in Scotland the Brave will supply filling-up material for dozens of speeches of 
the “Wha’s like us?” variety. 

 The plain fact of the matter is that the writer has bitten off more than he can chew, and 
the compression of seven centuries of military history into 176 pages has been too much. It 
just cannot be done. What has been achieved is to produce a general view of the Scot as a 
bonny fechter - but we already knew that he is that ! 

Much more would have been the result of aiming at a smaller target, either in period or 
in establishing a particular point. Mr. Laffin, too, would be far more convincing if he had 
quoted his authorities for many of his stories and statements. He tells us, for example, that 
“a chief could inflict one punishment almost as terrifying as death - banishment from the 
clan. This was a serious matter, for a man without a clan was a man without a friend and 
once banished he would find it very difficult to persuade another chief to accept him.” One 
would be glad of authenticated instances of this happening, for the impression gained from 
reading the history of the Highlands is that there was, anciently, quite considerable 
circulation of clansmen from district to district and, therefore, from one chief’s jurisdiction 
to that of another. Instances of a man being forced into a sort of complete ostracism as a 
result of “banishment” from his clan must be rare - though one can, of course, imagine this 
happening as the result of his being branded a thief or a coward. But this is not peculiar to 
the Highlands of history. It is no more than what happens today to a cashiered officer or to 
someone found cheating at cards. It is the chief is sentence of banishment which is an 
interesting suggestion, and which one would like to have exemplified. 

Similarly, uncritically, Mr. Laffin quotes the hoary chestnut of the Germans who called 
the Scots (and, surely, the author is here confusing “Scot” with “Highlander” - a naughty 
equivocation!) “those ladies from Hell”. This has been so often repeated, but has it ever 
been traced to a definite German origin? And, if it has so been traced, was it indeed a 
description given by the Germans, generally, or was it no more than a single statement by 
one man which has since been generalised? 

 Scotland the Brave has its place amongst the anecdotal literature of the country - it is, 
in fact, not much more than a collection of anecdotes. The illustrations are admirably 
chosen and - as is only to be expected in a book published by Cassell - they are 
magnificently reproduced. Especially fitting is the use of “Snaffles”‘ fine and moving 
portrait of “A Heilan’ Lad”. This sketch of a 1915 veteran is, probably, one of the finest 
sketches ever to be made of a fighting Scot and the book is vastly enhanced by the 
inspiration which caused it to be used both for frontispiece and for the dust-cover. 
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GAELIC SONGS 
 Interest in Gaelic and goodwill towards the language can never have been greater 

than they are at the present day. Many people, though, who wish to commence 
learning the language or who desire to increase their knowledge of it are put off by the 
difficulty of finding native speakers from whom they can learn correct pronunciation. 

 In the absence of a fully recorded course of instruction in Gaelic, by far the best 
and the most pleasant way of learning something of the language and of developing a 
good vocabulary is through the medium of songs. It is therefore the more important to 
give credit to the great work that is being done by “Gaelfonn” in producing a series of 
recordings of Gaelic songs, sung by eminent and popular Gaelic singers. The latest 
production is of two songs, Taladh nan Eileen and A Chaluim Bhig, sung by Angus C. 
MacLeod on record GMB.1009 (45 r.p.m., E.P.). The former is a gentle lullaby, the 
latter a rattling little song, mocking Wee Calum - the sailor who never went to sea. 
The words are very clear and distinct and the Gaelic excellent, as would be expected 
from a performer of Angus MacLeod’s standard. One small criticism is that the 
accompaniment of both songs is somewhat obtrusive. For learners of Gaelic, for 
enthusiasts of the language, or for those who merely enjoy listening to Gaelic song 
this is a record which can be well recommended. It is to be hoped that the makers will, 
in the near future, see their way to accompanying their records of Gaelic song with a 
sheet of the words, which are not always readily obtainable in the printed collections. 

HELP YOURSELF -AND THE ASSOCIATION 
 Several publications are available on application to the Deputy Secretary 

at the Clan House, any of which would make most acceptable presents to be 
given amongst the Clan and to friends who are interested. They have the 
additional advantage that all profits from their sale has, in each case, been 
promised to the Association. 

 Outstanding amongst these is the Coloured Print by R. R. McIAN, the 
Scottish artist, which was originally painted in the 1840’s and which has for 
long been a collector’s piece. The Edinburgh firm of Simpson-Bell have 
recently acquired the original plates, and modern reproductions have been 
made available to the Association at a greatly reduced price. The sketch, here 
reproduced, gives merely a general impression of the print itself which is in 
full colour and which shows “Old Cluny” as a young man, wearing full 
Highland dress, with kilt and plaid of the white “Cluny” or Dress 
Macpherson Tartan. The prints measure 10; by 14; and make a splendid 
decoration for any Macpherson home. They cost 25/- post free. 

Clan Macpherson - A short note on a long history is a concise, 
comprehensive little booklet which presents, in attractive form, the main 
points of the Clan history, its Armorial Bearings, Badges and Tartans - of 
which last there are three coloured prints. Price 1/6 (3d. postage). 

For Scottish Country Dance enthusiasts and for those who enjoy 
traditional Scottish music, played in the traditional way, there is the 10-inch 
long-play gramophone record “Dances of Scotland” which was made under 
the auspices of the Clan Macpherson Association. This record not only 
provides the music for the two dances: “Lady Macpherson’s Reel” and for  
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the strathspey, “The Macphersons of Edinburgh”, but also gives instruction 
on the former, given by Duncan Macleod. The music for dancing is played by 
the Park Film Studio Players, led by William Macpherson who also plays a 
traditional fiddling interlude consisting of the old tunes, “The Inverness 
Gathering” and “Strathmashie” and his own composition, “Mr. A. F. 
Macpherson’s Reel”. Price 24/3 (post free). 

There are still available a number of Back Issues of CREAG DHUBH, for 
most years of issue, at a reduced price of 5/- each (Postage 3d.); 
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A further book which will be available by the early summer, the profits 
for which, sold through the Clan House, have been promised to the 
Association, is Songs of Badenoch, and other Poems by J. H. 
MACPHERSON. Further details of this, however, are not yet available from 
the publisher. 

NEAR AND FAR 
CANADA. The Rev. A. Gordon Macpherson, D.D., Hon. Chaplain of the 

Canadian Branch of the Association, retired from Riverdale Presbyterian Church on 
31st December, 1962, after 40 years in the ministry. Dr. Macpherson was minister of 
Riverdale Kirk for 27 years, during which time he served the largest Presbyterian 
congregation in Canada. On the eve of his retirement, the members of Riverdale 
honoured Dr. and Mrs. Macpherson with a special evening of fellowship and, a 
presentation. 

NOVA SCOTIA. Macphersons and Gillieses have always been well represented 
on the faculty of St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish. A MacPherson was 
president from 1900 to 1936 - the longest presidential term in the University’s 110 
year history. 

NEWTONMORE. (From the Badenoch Record). The Chevalier J. H. 
Macpherson, K.L.J. of Dunmore, Newtonmore, who is the holder of a Knighthood in 
the Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem, the oldest of the 
Crusading Orders of Knighthood, has been appointed Secretary-General of the Order 
in Scotland, to which it has returned after 300 years’ absence. Before the Reformation 
the Order’s headquarters in Scotland were in Linlithgow and Scotland provided 
several Superiors for the Order in its English headquarters. The Order is actively 
engaged in leprosy work, continuing its 800-year-old tradition, and is also concerned, 
spiritually, in the Ecumenical movement. 

ANCIENT CLAN TRADITION. The following note was found in the papers of 
the late Lauchlan Macpherson, Edinburgh: “Owing to the clan territory in Caithness 
becoming too limited, a large party of the younger clansmen, led by a son of the chief, 
set out for other fields and pastures new. Before starting, it was agreed that each group 
should tie its baggage on a horse with a withy, i.e., a rope made of twisted birch, and 
where the withy broke that group would make its abode. The first break was at 
Invereshie, where Murach Mor na Bratach and his followers left the main body. The 
second was at Cluny, where the leader and his band remained, and the third at 
Strathmashie.” 

To the DEPUTY HON. SECRETARY 
THE CLAN MACPHERSON ASSOCIATION 
NEWTONMORE 
INVERNESS-SHIRE 
Please supply me with the following publications, which are sold to help the funds 
of the Clan Macpherson Association 

.......copies of the Print of Old Cluny by R. R. Mclan @ ………..  

......copies of Clan Macpherson booklet @ 1/6 (postage 3d.) ……….. 

...... copies of the record Dances of Scotland @ 24/3  ………..  
...... copies of Songs of Badenoch @    ……….. 
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ONTARIO. The Clan Macpherson was specially honoured at the West Elgin 

Caledonian Society's Highland Games, when events had to be postponed and were 
driven under cover by rain for the first time since they were first held in 1890. Open-
ing the Games, Dr. J. R. Macpherson (Highgate) mentioned that these Games were 
one of the only three major Highland events still remaining in Western Ontario. He 
urged all members of clans to visit their ancestral homes in Scotland at least once in 
their lifetime, adding, "It is an experience never to be forgotten." 

REPORTS FROM THE BRANCHES 

BADENOCH 
President .................................................................................LADY STEWART MACPHERSON  
Chairman ..................................................................................................EVAN T. CATTANACH  
Vice-Chairmen . ................................................................................................Tom CATTANACH 
 and Capt. J. H. MACPHERSON 
Members of Council . ............................................................................. ALEX. J. MACPHERSON 
 and EVAN J. CATTANACH 
Hon. Treasurer ........................................................................Miss CHRISTINE MACPHERSON  
Hon. Secretary......................................................................... Mrs. ELIZABETH MACPHERSON 

At the Annual General Meeting held in the Clan House there was a record 
attendance and a special welcome was given to Finlay MacLean, a member 
of the Australian Branch, who with his wife, Katie, was holidaying in his 
native Badenoch. 

The Rally, as usual, was enjoyed by all, though the Lodge Hotel proved 
too small for the ceilidh. 



 CREAG DHUBH 53 

The passing of our good friend the Reverend Lachlan MacEdward, during 
that weekend, was regretted by many of our members as he was always ready 
to help the Branch with his great fund of knowledge regarding the District 
and, indeed, everything appertaining to the Highlands. 

We wish our Chairman, Evan T. Cattanach, and his wife, all happiness in 
their new home. 

The Badenoch Branch extend greetings to all our Clansfolk, everywhere. 

EAST OF SCOTLAND 
Chairman..............................................................................................JOHN MCPHERSON, M.A. 
Vice-Chairman ............................................................................. Miss MONICA MACPHERSON 
Hon. Treasurer.......................................................................... JOHN M. BARTON, M.A., L.L.B. 
Hon. Secretary.......................................................................... ROBERT MACPHERSON, M.B.E. 
 41 Dovecot Road, Edinburgh, 12 

We are pleased to report that our programme for the past season of 1962 
was, as usual, quite a successful one. 

We were truly sorry that Mr. George A. Macpherson has had to resign 
from the secretaryship of the Branch, owing to ill-health, after so many years 
of fine and devoted service and we shall certainly find it difficult to replace 
such a valuable officer and colleague. 

We are glad to say that our functions have been fairly well attended. 
The annual social evening in January was followed by our coffee morning 

and bring and buy sale in February, with the Branch annual dinner in March, 
at Crawfords' Chinese Room, when the guest speaker was the well-known 
Dr. I. F. Grant, M.B.E., L.L.D., formerly of "Am Fasgadh", Kingussie, who 
gave us an address which was not only very interesting, but also relevant in 
many ways to our own Clan activities. We were also pleased to welcome 
among a large gathering of friends, Lt. Col. A. K. Macpherson of Pitmain, 
Lady Stewart Macpherson, "Mother of the Clan", and Councillor Hugh 
Macpherson, an Hon. Vice-President of our Association. 

The sixteenth A.G.M. of our Branch took place on 12th April, when Mr. 
John McPherson, M.A., agreed to continue in office as Chairman. An 
interesting evening was concluded by a showing of excellent coloured slides 
by a representative of the National Trust for Scotland; featuring many of the 
National Trust Gardens and Properties in the Highlands. 

Our winter syllabus opened with our usual hostess whist drive which 
attracted quite a reasonably good turnout. 

The ceilidh held on 7th November was voted an immense success, due to 
the varied programme presented by the performers, ranging from an 
attractive opera vocalist, a noted strathspey and reel violinist, to several male 
Gaelic singers, noted for their contributions to the Mod. 

It was a great pity that our coffee morning and bring and buy sale on 
Saturday, 17th November, coincided with a great snowstorm, and thus 
prevented many attending who would have been able to support us. Better 
luck next time, although we did make a fair profit for the Funds. 
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Finally, our brilliant Highland Ball on the 14th December, brought our 
Clan Year to a very successful conclusion. In such fine surroundings as 
Edinburgh's famous Freemason's Hall, those taking part have the finest 
background to the music of the reels and strathspeys, and the Edinburgh 
Branch fully enjoyed this beautiful combination. 

During the year, we again undertook a "Derby" Draw which turned out to 
be only a modified success, as compared with previous Draws of a similar 
nature, but nevertheless Clan House Funds have benefitted very substantially. 

One event during the year in question darkened our Association, namely 
the sudden death of Mrs. May Macpherson, the wife of our popular and 
respected former Chairman of many years standing, Mr. D. Stewart 
Macpherson. Mrs. May was a genuinely staunch supporter of the Clan and 
we are sorry to have lost her. 

NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
Chairman........................................................................................ALISTAIR W. MACPHERSON 
Vice-Chairman .................................................................................... ALLAN G. MACPHERSON 
Hon. Treasurer..................................................................................... Mrs. EILA MACPHERSON 
Hon. Secretary.............................................................................. Miss ANNE M. MACPHERSON 
 94 Church Street, Inverness 

The year 1962 has been a very quiet one for this Branch of the 
Association, as we have held no functions since our Burns Supper which 
was held in the Craigmonie Hotel in January. This was attended by a 
very happy company of 52 people and they all voted it a great success. 
In December we had our Annual General Meeting and the officebearers 

listed at the head of this report were elected. In addition, Duncan Macpherson 
of Inverness has been appointed a Member of the Council. 

We intend organising a basket whist drive in February, a jumble sale in 
March, and, in April, a dance-cum-party to raise funds. 

CANADA 
Chairman........................................ LLOYD C. MACPHERSON, B.Sc. M.S. in ED. F.S.A.SCOT  
Vice-Chairman .................................................................................Major HuME MACPHERSON 
Hon. Secretary..................................................R. G. M. MACPHERSON, F.R.S.A., F.S.A.SCOT. 
 P.O. Box, 938 London, Ontario 

"Creag Dhu", the country home of our genial Vice-Chairman, Major 
Hume Macpherson, was again the scene of the Canadian gathering when the 
13th Annual General Meeting and Clan Rally was held on the 23rd June, 
1962. Over 110 clansmen were present for this very successful and enjoyable 
Rally which took the form of a Clan picnic. "Creag Dhu" was suitably 
decorated for the occasion with heraldic emblems and banners, and even the 
pond sported a local variety of "Loch Ness Monster". 

The General Meeting began at 3 p.m. when our Chairman, Lloyd C. 
MacPherson, presented his report which included a special reminder of the 
Clan House and the need for funds to enable the Association to carry on the 
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project of buying Macpherson relics as they come on the market. The 
Chairman welcomed Mr. and Mrs. Harold McPherson of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, U.S.A., who travelled some considerable distance especially to 
attend the Rally. Our distinguished Hon. President, Dr. Cluny Macpherson, 
C.M.G., of St. John's, Newfoundland, was also present and received hearty 
congratulations on yet another wellearned honour. At the Spring Convocation 
of Memorial University of Newfoundland, the degree of Doctor of Science 
was conferred on him in recognition of many years of devoted service to the 
practice of medicine. Dr. Cluny told us briefly about last year's Mod in Cape 
Breton and gave an interesting account of his visit to Alexander Graham 
Bell's house in Baddeck, N. S. 

After the meeting, the members assembled on the spacious lawn of 
"Creag Dhu'' where games were arranged for both young and old. The 
talented Jewell family again delighted us all with their piping, singing, and 
Highland Dancing and we were treated to a variety of Scottish entertainment. 
Dr. Cluny Macpherson, when called upon by the "fear an tighe", gave an 
impromptu rendition of the "Skye Boat Song" and the audience joined in the 
chorus. Other events were arranged throughout the day by Major Hume and 
his family; these included a Clan Treasure Hunt and an interesting Scottish 
Quiz. Winners of all events were rewarded by prizes ranging from candy to a 
tin of Haggis. The day concluded with the showing of colour moving pictures 
and slides from last year's picnic at "Creag Dhu". 

No account of our Rally would be complete without a special tribute to 
Major Hume and the hard-working members of his family who did so much 
to make the day a success. 

On Sunday, the 24th June, Divine Service was held in Riverdale 
Presbyterian Kirk and conducted by the minister and our Hon. Chaplain, the 
Rev. Dr. A. Gordon Macpherson. The sermon was preached by another "A. 
G. Macpherson", the Rev. Arthur G. Macpherson, B.A., and the lessons were 
read by Dr. Cluny Macpherson and Lloyd C. MacPherson. 

Another Clan event was held on the 6th August, 1962, when the Clan 
Macpherson was the honoured Clan at the Dutton (Ontario) Highland Games, 
sponsored by the West Elgin Caledonian Society. One of our Life Members, 
Dr. John R. Macpherson of Highgate, Ontario, appropriately attired in 
Highland Dress, officially opened the Games and brought greetings to the 
4,000 guests on behalf of the Clan. 

Our members will be interested to learn that Mr. Robert S. Macpherson of 
"Creag Dhu Ranch", Alberta, has recently returned from a visit to New 
Zealand and brought with him a very glowing report of the kindness and 
hospitality of the Clan Macpherson Association members in New Zealand. 
Bob is the son of our Vice-Chairman, Major Hume. 

Since our last letter, we record, with regret, the deaths of four members of 
the Association: Mrs. J. A. L. Macpherson of Toronto; William MacPherson 
of Sydney, N.S.; James D. McPherson of Guelph, Ontario; Miss Marjorie 
Macpherson Small of Ottawa, who was at one time Assistant Hon. Secretary 
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of the Canadian Branch and did so much to assist our late founder, Col. E. R. 
Rivers-Macpherson, in the early days of the Association here in Canada. We 
extend our sympathy to their families on behalf of the Clan Association. 

During the year, the Canadian Branch plans to launch another campaign 
for new members and the assistance of the Canadian members in recruiting 
their relatives and friends is earnestly solicited. 

We send hearty greetings to all our fellow clansmen. 

SOUTHLAND, N.Z. 
Chairman ................................................................................ALEX. MACPHERSON OF PAHIA  
Vice-Chairman ........................................................RONALD MACPHERSON OF WAIANIWA  
Hon. Secretary...................................................................................... EDWARD MACPHERSON 
 64 Louisa Street, Invercargill 

The fifteenth Annual Meeting of the Southland Branch of the Clan 
Macpherson Association was held at the residence of Mr. Don Macpherson, 
with a small attendance of members. The above-named committee members 
were elected. 

 

"HANDS ACROSS THE SEA" 
Robert Macpherson (Canada) gives greetings to the Southland 

Branch of the Association in New Zealand 
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Owing to the weather, our annual picnic was postponed for this year. This 
was a great disappointment to members as, in the past, this has always been 
much enjoyed. 

The sixteenth annual dinner was held in the Scottish Hall on July 25th, 
with an attendance of seventy members and their friends. 

The Rev. Mr. Olds proposed the toast of the Clan Macpherson, and Mr. 
Alex. Macpherson of Pahia replied. Representatives of the Clans Mackenzie, 
MacLeod, Lindsay and Donald were present. 

Mr. W. Stewart suitably addressed the haggis, which was piped in by 
Piper E. Morton. Items were given by Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Lott and Miss Mary 
Macpherson. Miss Cox and Mr. Victor Jones gave displays of dancing. The 
accompanist was Mrs. G. A. Levett. Films were shown by Mr. W. Stewart. 
Supper and "Auld Lang Syne" completed a very enjoyable evening. 

During the year we received a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Macpherson of Calgary, Canada, when they spent a weekend in Invercargill. 
They had hoped to settle in New Zealand, but this was not to be, and they 
returned to Canada after spending two months in this country. 

ENGLAND AND WALES 
Chairman...............................................................................Sir JOHN MACPHERSON, G.C.M.G 
Vice-Chairman ........................................................................................ R. W. G. MACPHERSON 
Hon. Treasurer................................................................................................ J. P. MACPHERSON 
Hon. Secretary and Piper.................................................................................... IAN D. PEARSON 

 "Glencoe", Sunnydale, Orpington, Kent 
Once again we combined our Annual General Meeting with a Ceilidh at 

the Overseas League, St. James. This was held on 2nd May, 1962, and in 
addition to the above-named, the following officebearers were elected: joint 
assistant secretaries, the Misses Anne and Janetta Macpherson; and 
committee members, Lady Ley, Miss Olive Macpherson, J. E. Macpherson 
and Dr. D. Macpherson. 

The entertainment contributed at the Ceilidh was of a very high standard 
and deserved a much larger attendance. This included accordion selections 
from Bobby Morton and Roy Magna, puirt-a-beul from Kenny Maclver, 
Gaelic songs from Jimmie MacPhee, stories and anecdotes from J. E. 
Macpherson, J. P. Macpherson and A. Hucks, and Highland Dancing and 
Piping. Our Fear-an-Tighe was Sir John Macpherson. 

On~5th May, members, including Lord Macpherson of Drumochter, 
attended a meeting held by the Gaelic Society of London at the Royal 
Scottish Corporation. J. E. Macpherson read a most lucid and interesting 
paper covering all the facts of the Ossian controversy and a discussion 
followed. 

Our Dinner Dance was held on 25th October at the Waldorf Hotel, 
Aldwych. Although this was as enjoyable as ever, attendance was poor as 
only 84 members and friends supported the function, compared with our 
record number last year. Our principal guest, Mackinnon of Mackinnon 
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proposed the toast to the Clan Macpherson Association. Unfortunately, our 
Chairman was forbidden to attend by his doctor as he had undergone a minor 
operation the day before but our Vice-Chairman R. W. G. Macpherson ably 
deputised and replied on behalf of the Association and also proposed the 
health of the guests. 

The Blue Bonnets Country Dance Band provided music for the Scottish 
and Ballroom dancing which followed. The Tombola organised by Anne and 
John P. Macpherson was again very successful and we are very grateful to 
members who donated prizes. 

The membership of the Branch now numbers 261. 

OBITUARIES 
MR. PETER MACPHERSON 

6 House, o'Hill Crescent, Edinburgh 

MRS. KATE MACPHERSON 
6 House, o'Hill Crescent, Edinburgh 

MRS. MAY MACPHERSON  
22 Learmonth Crescent, Edinburgh 

MRS. ELSIE MACPHERSON, Evie, Orkney 
MRS. MARION McPHERSON  

5a Chalmers Crescent, Edinburgh, 9 

MR. CHRISTOPHER MACPHERSON 
433 King Street, Broughty Ferry 

MISS MARJORIE MACPHERSON SMALL 
We regret to have to announce the death on 18th August, 1962, of Miss 

Marjorie Small of Ottawa, Ontario. Miss Small was at one time an Assistant 
Hon. Secretary of the Canadian Branch and did much in the early days of the 
Branch to assist the late Col. E. R. Rivers-Macpherson, o.B.E., founder of the 
Association in Canada. 

WEDDINGS 
MISS ELLA MACPHERSON To MR. A. M. LEITH 

MR. THOMAS A. S. MACPHERSON To MISS CATHERINE MOYES 
Note.-Mr. T. A. S. Macpherson is the grandson of Lady Stewart Macpherson, 

26 Learmonth Terrace, Edinburgh, 4. 

Roll of Members 
The Deputy Hon. Secretary holds a number of rolls showing the names 

and addresses of all Members of the Clan Macpherson Association. These are 
available to Members who wish to obtain them, on application to the Clan 
House at Newtonmore - enclosing postage, please. 

As supplies of this Roll are limited, early application is recommended. 
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CLAN MACPHERSON ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP AS AT 15th DECEMBER 1962 

Badenoch Branch ..................................44  
North of Scotland Branch ...................103 
East of Scotland Branch......................166 
West of Scotland Branch.....................111 
England and Wales Branch.................270 
New Zealand Branch.......................... .100 
Canadian Branch .................................242 
U.S.A. Branch .....................................100 

 1,136 

Forward ..........................1,136 
Europe......................................................3 
Asia..........................................................1 
Africa ....................................................21 
Australia ................................................22 
South America.........................................3 

 1,186 

NOTICES 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS, ETC. 

Notification to Registrar 
Change of Address, etc.-The Council of the Association would be grateful 

if changes of address, marriages, or bereavements could be sent as soon after 
the event as may be conveniently possible, to the Registrar, Miss Christine 
Macpherson, M.A., WEST HIGH STREET, KINGUSSIE, Inverness-shire. 

Association Badges 
Members are reminded that Association Badges may be had, price 7/6 

each, post free, from the Registrar, or from their local Branch Secretaries on 
the same terms. 

Addresses 
The Clan Chattan Association 

Hon. Secretary-Miss Karleen McIntosh, 5 Brown's Place, The 
Vennel, Edinburgh, 1. 

The Scots Ancestry Research Society 
Enquiries and requests for information to 

The Director, 4A North St. David Street, Edinburgh, 2 

Advertisements 
Advertisements are inserted at the following rates : Full Page £5 ; Half 

Page, £3 ; Quarter Page, £2. 
All material for the next number should reach The Editor, Clan House and 

Museum, Newtonmore, Inverness-shire, by 1st December, 1963. 



 

 



Notes for Creag Dhubh #15, 1963 
Page 15, Para 3 

Not by the Macphersons it isn't! – RM 

Page 25, note to Corporal Samuel Macpherson 

A follow‐up article providing more details about Samuel and his 
cousin Malcolm is printed in CD16 beginning on page 15. It also 
provides the names of other Macphersons who were  involved 
in the Black Watch Mutiny of 1743 – RM 

Page 25, Para 2 

It  has  hung  on  the  South  wall  since  the  Museum  was 
reconfigured  in  1984.  However,  it  has  been  replaced  by  a 
coloured reproduction of the original which was obtained from 
the Black Watch Museum at Perth in 2003 – RM 

Page 33, Para 6 

He  parachuted wearing  a Hunting Macpherson  tartan  kilt,  he 
told  – RM 

Page 33, comment on birth of Angus 

Another son, Duncan came along later– RM 

Page 41, note to “Tracing our Ancestors” 

The story of  the author's visit  to Greenock and  the search  for 
traces of his great‐grandfather. Among other things this article 
tells of other Macphersons ‐‐ Peter and his niece, Mary who the 
Bard Robert Burns imortalized as 'Highland Mary.'– RM 

Page 42, Para 1 

Actually she was Ann of Denmark– RM 
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